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Two weeks have passed since I came to America. I'm finally getting used to living in
America. “America is a paradise!” To be honest, I had thought so. But contrary to
expectations, the first week was the most painful in my life. My host family is really nice,
but I couldn’t understand English and I didn’t know what to say, so I was always shy and
quiet. I suffered from language barrier and hated myself.

But I have enjoyed since school started. Everyone is very friendly and I could make many
friends. I'm taking English, Spanish, Algebra 2, Film Studies and Choir. English is really
difficult and Algebra 2 is a piece of cake, but it’s hard to read letters on a whiteboard.

The other subjects are very fun. I'm relieved that all of the teachers are kind. Fencing club is

also fun. We practice with Hockaday(all girls school) girls every day, so I could make friends

St.Mark’s is awesome and I'm really thankful that I can study here for a year.
Still, 'm kind of confused and my English has a long way to go, but I'll try my best.
Heesuk Chung
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Soon September is going to end. I think that I have grown up
mentally in this September. First I thought that many people would talk to
me, but contrary to expectations, everyone was not interested in me a lot. At
St.Mark’s, there are so many Asians, so Asians are not rare at all. When I
walk in school, basically no one even notices that I am an exchange student.
So, being an exchange student does not help me make friends. The most
important thing is what I am like. I always try to be friendly and funny, then
I can make friends easily. To be honest, I feel nervous that I have not
progressed in my English, but I will wait for it patiently.

I am literally enjoying living in America. My host family took me to
a lake. I was surprised at their having their own boat and villa. I did some
waterskiing for the first time in my life. Also, school’s football games and
parties are the best. They are the only opportunities to see lots of girls. The
parties take place in a garden of a rich student’s house, and everyone dances
like crazy. Usually they last until midnight, it’s impossible in Japan
definitely. Actually, the biggest party, Homecoming, is in October. Everyone
dresses up and has dinner at nice restraints, and then goes to a party venue
with limousines. Probably you can imagine how awesome it is. But we have
to ask a girl in order to join Homecoming. As you know, St.Mark’s is an all
boys school, which means I had no idea who I should ask. Doubt besieged me,
but after all I asked Blake’s friend. She is totally attractive and kind like
Buddha. I can’t wait for Homecoming!

All T have to do is write only a sheet of paper, but that is not enough.
This is the very proof that shows this studying abroad is profitable and fun. I
am really thankful for those who led me here from the bottom of my heart. I

will never forget this feeling and try my best the rest of these months.
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Soon October is going to end. This month had various events, and they were fun.
Finally, The Homecoming that I really had been looking forward to arrived. The theme of
this year’s Homecoming was “Emerald City” which comes from The Wizard of Oz; the party
venue was illuminated up and decorated with green. It was a really beautiful and unusual
place. Homecoming is an annual event, so everyone, including me, danced like crazy. I was
dancing, surrounded by so many unknown people, and then I made friends with them. The
party ended at midnight, but I had the after-party at my friend’s house. Literally, I had the
most fun time in my life. We are not going to have parties anymore, so I will miss them. And,
we went to ACL, a music festival in Austin. It was great to see Hiroi and Rob. I really
enjoyed listening to many singers singing all day, but I saw marijuana for the first time in
my life. Many people were smoking, and I was very surprised at familiarity of marijuana in
American society. I know St. Mark’s is safe, but I will take notice of it. In November, my host
family i1s going to take me to New York to watch my host sister’s theater. Also, we are going
to go to Louisiana for Thanksgiving. Both of these trips will be fun, and I am thankful for my
host family who lets me do something new.

I am also really getting used to school, particularly Spanish class. It is harder
than I expected to learn another foreign language along with English, so I got bad scores on
the quizzes, but lately I am getting better and enjoying the class. In contrast, math is so
easy to me that we are learning what I have done when I was in middle school. The style of
American classes is very different from the Japanese style. There are a small number of
people in class, and everyone tends to state their own opinions very much. Although I do not
know which passive Japanese class or active American class is better, every class is very
good. But the hardest thing is that I don’t have much conversation in a day. In class, we
don’t talk a lot, and in free period, I do my homework. Also, in lunch it is really hard to get
into the fast conversation. Actually, I still don’t think that I have made progress in my
English. I am being able to listen kind of, but my speaking is terrible. I am very worried
about that, and I am even doubting if I can really realize the improvement of my English by
myself. Anyway, I need to talk more. Again, studying abroad has many fun things as well as
painful things, but it is absolutely a great opportunity to improve myself. I always think
about what I should do in order to make this studying abroad the greatest benefit and do my
best. Thank you.
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Soon November is going to end. Lately, it has been getting cold, and I am really
surprised at the difference from temperature of the summer. November had lots of events as
well as October, and those were fun. First, we had “McDonald’s Week”. It is a community
service project that students of St. Mark’s do every year. We go to a McDonald’s which is
close to school and have breakfast. In addition, they prepared games and shows to entertain
us. A part of the money that McDonald’s raised and all of the money from T-shirts,
wristbands and other things raised will be used to support housing for the homeless; This
year, they raised about 17000 dollars. I had to get up early, but it was lots of fun. Because we
can contribute to society while having fun, I think it is an awesome event. Second, for
Thanksgiving, we did not have school for the whole week, and my host family took me to
New Orleans in Lousiana. New Orleans’s atmosphere is very different from Dallas’s, and
there are lots of casinos and bars. Just walking around the city was fun. Also, it was great to
see Katie and Miina. At my host family’s parents’ house in Lousiana, a number of their
relatives gathered. We did not do anything particular, but it was really crowded, and I had a
great time.

The first trimester has ended. My grades were not good because of the bad grades
I got at first, but I will work hard to get more A’s in the second trimester. Also, Fencing has
ended; I am doing musical in the winter. We needed to audition in order to get in, so I did it
and managed to get in. I am enjoying it with my new friends. Moreover, I started taking
private piano lesson at St. Mark’s. Actually, I took lessons when I was in lower school, and
recently, I wanted to start again. The teacher is very kind and good at teaching. At
Christmas, my host family will hold a party. As everyone is supposed to show particular
music, I am practicing the piano for it every day.

Finally, I have realized the improvement of my English. Listening is getting
better, and I am able to express myself to some extent quickly. However, it is hard to break
in conversation between my friends, and I do not have lots of conversation in a day. Time
flies so fast. I sometimes feel nervous about if I can really use time effectively or not, but all I

can do is just do my best, so I will. Thank you.
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December is going to end. There was an ice storm in the beginning of the month
that cancelled school for a few days because of the dangerous roads. And, I can’t believe that
most of the St. Mark’s students are still wearing shorts in the cold winter. In December,
Christmas was the most exciting. Lots of my host family’s relatives came to our house, and I
spent Christmas with them. The American Christmas is more important and religious than
the Japanese one. I have received lots of presents, and Christmas was a great experience.

My English has improved little by little, but most importantly, I think I have improved
myself as a person. Since I came here, I have realized that I am a very immature individual.
So, I thought about what I should do to fix my immaturity, and worked on it. I have matured

as a person, and I would not have if I was in Japan. Again, I think studying abroad is
precious, and I am grateful to those who gave me the opportunity to study here and helped

me about many other things. I will continue to try my best for the rest of the year.
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January is going to end. This month, there were not that many events, but I was
very busy. Other than homework, I started studying in preparation for a university entrance
exam. When I was in Japan, I was not good at reading English long sentences, but I'm
surprised to see that now I can read difficult ones easily. I don't have to take extra time to
translate it into Japanese. Anyway, I want more time to study. I'm enjoying the musical a lot.
It is kind of hard to dance and sing simultaneously. The show falls on this weekend, so we
have practice from 5 to 10 this week. I can't have the experience of a musical in Japan, so I'll
enjoy it here in America. After the musical finishes, I'm going to play tennis. I am looking
forward to making new friends there.

As for English, I saw the improvement of my English little by little. At first I
could not listen to even one word in fast conversations between natives, but now I can
mostly listen. It is much easier to join in on conversations than before. I still can’t believe
that I have only 4 months left before going back to Japan, so I will do my best to make the

most of my days. Thank you.
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February is coming to an end. The musical has finally finished. The show was so
popular that all of the tickets were sold out, and that was the best show we've ever
performed. After the show, we had an after-party at the theater. The theater was
reserved for us, and I was just amazed that all of the food and drinks were free. The
musical was really fun, and it was a great experience. In addition, we had a big party:
“Winter Formal”. Unlike, Homecoming, this party is hosted by Hockaday, so we have to get
asked by girls in order to join. I didn’t think that I could go, but I actually got asked by a girl.
Before the party, we went to a really nice restaurant. I ordered a steak which costs me
eighty dollars. But I knew that girls are supposed to pay for their date in Winter Formal. 1
felt so bad for her. The party was very fun. I danced a lot and enjoyed it.

I only have three months until I go back to Japan. Time flies so fast. My English has
improved so much and I've grown up as a person since I came here. I really think that
studying abroad is awesome. I will thank those who gave me the great opportunity to study

here and supported me about many things and doing my best. Thank you.
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March is coming to an end. March did not have very big events, but
I was busy doing homework. I was going to play tennis in this spring, but
unfortunately I could not get into the Varsity team. Since two years have
passed, I've gotten so worst at tennis from when I played it in middle school.
Alternatively, I'm taking After School PE. We can do whatever we want to do
in After School PE, so I often run and work out, and I wonder if I could lose
5kg that I've gained since I came here. And, we had spring break for one
week. The Spanglers went to visit colleges, so I lived at my friend’s house.
The family is Asian, and they took me to many good Japanese restaurants. I
was happy since I was kind of getting tired of American food. I saw many
differences between my host family and the family that I spent spring break
with, and it was fun to live with another family.

In April, I will be going to Houston for ISAS, a festival for private

school students who take fine arts. I'm going to sing in the choir and play the



piano. I will go on enjoying the rest of two months!
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April is coming to an end. In this month, I performed music a lot. First, I sang in
choir and played the piano at ISAS, a festival for private school students who take fine arts.
There were thousands of students, and it was very crowded. I enjoyed multiple fine arts like
painting, pottery, film, dance, and orchestra. Also, St. Mark’s Choir sang the national
anthem at a Rangers game. In the beginning, there was something wrong with the sound
system, and the mike didn’t work. However, other than that, we sang very beautifully. It
was amazing to sing in front of fifty thousand people, and I felt like I was a superstar or
something. In addition, I got to play the piano at the church that I go to every week, and 1
was so happy that everyone spoke well of my performance. All of these are precious
experiences that I had thanks to being in Dallas.

To my surprise, I only have one month before I go back to Japan. Time flies really
fast. Studying abroad was a whole lot harder than I expected, so I had a very hard time.
Despite this I had a lot more fun than trouble, and it was awesome. I'm so grateful to those

who gave me the great opportunity to study here and supported me. I will enjoy the rest of



the days to the fullest!
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I just can’t believe that the school year is almost over. This year was very
influential to me. I had been interested in studying abroad since I was in junior high school,
and I was so happy when I was chosen to be an exchange student out of so many applicants.
It is not too much to say that in this year I learned a lot of things and grew up as person the
most in my life.

It was very interesting to live here since so many things are different from Japan.
Especially, school is fairly different. First of all, the education system of St. Mark’s is active,
compared to Japanese schools. While St. Mark’s students can choose classes they want to
take, and they are so engaged in class that they often insist their opinions, have discussions
or make presentations, we cannot choose classes, and we hardly speak in class. The
education system of St. Mark’s is great because students’ autonomy and creativity are
nourished. Second, St. Mark’s has a lot of activities like football games and parties. Students
study very hard, but they enjoy activities to the fullest. A lot of activities enable students to
concentrate on studying more and have so much fun. Third, St. Mark’s has a number of
community services. In particular, I was impressed by the McDonald’s week. When I heard
about it first, I found it a little strange. However, I changed my mind right after I knew that
it was one of community services and all the proceeds would be used for society. It is
wonderful that students can have fun and at the same time they can contribute to society. St.
Mark’s has ample opportunities for students to contribute to society and tell them what
contribution to society means.

It goes without saying that I had so much fun here, but also I had a really hard
time. It was not as just fun and easy as I expected to live in another country. Particularly,
the language barrier suffered me. When I was in Japan, I had confidence in my English.
However, as soon as I came here, I was very shocked that I could not understand what
people were talking about and I could not put what I wanted to say into words. Every time I
could not get into conversation, I felt like I did not really exist there. Because of the lack of
my English ability, it was hard to make friends. Before I came here, I thought that many
people would talk to me because I'm an exchange student. However unexpectedly, they were

not that interested in me, and I found out that I have to be funny or attractive as a person.



Other than the language barrier, there were a lot of difficulties. But, when I faced these
difficulties, I thought out what to do in order to get over them and carried it out. I think this
process is tremendously important in my life, and it helped me grow as a person.

What this study abroad gave me is just huge. I'm so happy to have learned at St.
Mark’s for a year and so proud of having been a part of St. Mark’s community. I cannot be
thankful enough to those who gave me the great opportunity to study here and supported
me. I will never forget my precious experiences and nice people here. I will go on working

hard in order to move onto the next stage.



