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Hello, How are you? It is not too much to say that summer has already
started in America. In Japan, is it the season that change from spring to
summer?

Finally this is my last EP report. I had the state championship in tennis,
the trip to the beach in Florida with my friends and our graduation in this
month and could spend the greatest month because of these events. I was so
happy when we won the state championship with my friends!

On this report, which is the last, I would love to tell you what I've found
(leaned) in ten months. At first, most of that were totally different from that
I had thought (expected). I was upset about language barrier, different food
and unfamiliar surroundings, so that the first month was really tough. When
I started to fit to live in here, I faced language barrier. In my case, I've
become to be able to listen to native English well since January that was
much later than I had expected. It made me upset so badly. It is because 1
was noticed that my English ability was worse than I thought. One day, I
found that I've been able to listen to it when you least expect it. I felt like my
eares’ve got used to listening to it before I realized that. I absorbed a lot
about the cultures as well. My three host families have their own ways of
thinking and life habit because of their individual cultures. Thanks to that, I
could have experienced some different cultures. Now my host mother is half
of Japanese and that makes me relieved. That was a moment I realized
cultures are really important for us. For the last three months, I felt like I've
rather lived in America than stayed in here just as an exchange student.
That means I was in such a blessed environment. Now many tough
memories changed into good memories I could never have again. Through
this study abroad, needless to say, I've learned English but also lots o things
as well.

I could have spent fulfilling days for ten months. I can’t thank enough to
everyone who supported my EP program. I changed my mind about what I
want to do during this study abroad and want to do my best to make my

forward planning come true after I come back to Japan. I'd love to use all my



significant experiences in my future life.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello, I hope you are doing well. The climate in
America 1s really warm, which feels like summer.
It has already passed more than eight months since my



studying abroad, which I had longed to do before I started
to go to Momoyama Gakuin high school, has started. I
would love to tell you that how much my English has got
better. To be honest, 1t was around March when I felt that
I could have started listening to native English fully.
Even though my English had already been getting a little
bit better, I felt nervous. It is because that ability was not
as good as one I had expected. I often wondered why I
couldn’t listen to my friends’ conversation even though I
stayed with them everyday or speak what I was thinking
well in front of people. However it was not necessary for
me, because it is not the problem solved (found answers)
by being troubled. All that I needed was just practice. It
was actually not easy for me to talk to people without
being afraid of making mistakes. It is because I had kept
being ashamed of myself to speak English incorrectly.
Before I left Japan, I thought it was going to take at most
three months to be able to listen to most of parts of native
English. It is for this reason that I was fighting against
myself everyday. I even wondered I had been better at
English before I came to America. This is why now I'm so
glad that I have been able to listen to native English.
This studying abroad has been left only about 1 month. I
will still keep gratitude in my mind and try to do my best
until I have gone back to Japan.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello. In America, it is getting warmer and warmer and I feel
spring is coming soon. In Japan, Do cherry blossoms start to
bloom because it 1s getting warm?

We have many holidays in March. We had spring break one week
ago and now, are in the middle of Easter break. Easter is one of
the national holidays we celebrate Jesus being resurrected from
the dead. I learned how great he is for American people through
Christmas and Easter. My family itself doesn’t believe any
religion and there are not a lot of my friends who are Christian.
That i1s why I haven’t ever had a lot of opportunities to learn
about Christianity for 18 years. However, now, I sometimes talk
about Jesus with my host family and a few days ago, my host
father told me an origin. It is about why there are many kinds of
races in the world and how we came to speak different languages
in each country. This 1s one of my experiences I couldn’t have
known if I hadn’t come to America as an exchange student.

My host family took me to Disney World in Florida during spring
break. Needless to say, Disney World in America is much bigger
than that in Japan. There i1s a place called Epcot where you can
enjoy different country’s souvenirs and food. Japan is one of the
countries that is represented at the park. I felt weird because it
seemed like I was in Japan even though I have been in America.
The staff from each store is from that country, so the Japanese
store had Japanese people. I admire them, because I would like to
work outside of Japan using English in the future.

In tennis, I have played a lot of matches and really enjoyed the
season.

Recently, I have had the best time of my studying abroad. While
I take my English studies seriously, I love to have fun. I will try to
make the time I have left fruitful.



Sae Kaneshiro
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I have about just three months for my studying abroad. I feel
time passes more quickly since my studying abroad has passes
more than half.

Tennis season has finally been started since this month. We
practice hard with our coach who is the best in Jackson. St.
Andrews has good tennis team so that I am stimulated to play
better everyday. American people have personalities they don’t
hesitate their failure. This is different from Japanese people.
That is why I can play tennis more relaxed than I play in Japan. I
am so excited, because we are having our first game in this week.
I will do my best!

I moved into my next host family’s house two weeks ago. My
former host family was really kinds to me and I have many
memories with them, so I will miss them. However, I am excited
at beginning of new life too. My current host mother is half
Japanese and half German. She knows about Japanese culture
and people so that we became lively over talking about that. My
host sister, who 1s in 7th grade, corrects my wrong English.

One day, I went the tennis school my host sister used to go to buy
some tennis stuff. Then, we accidentally met the college student
who coach us tennis before its season. He had tournament that
day. We who get along with him watched his games. What I was
surprised at 1s most of his teammates are southern American and
African, not American. He is actually from Colombia too. They
had spent time to play tennis without going to school before they



came to America to come to America by tennis. I was really
surprised to hear that. I learned there are how to life like them
and how great to the world America is again.

Now, I am feeling it is really good for me to play tennis. It is
because thanks to tennis, I have been able to meet many people. I
will keep going to grow up as a person from now on too.

Sae Kaneshiro
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How are you? It has been getting colder and colder recently.
More than half of my studying abroad has passed. I felt time

passes so quickly again. This month, there were many moments I
found my English is getting better. I took much more time to feel
that than I had expected. That made me nervous, but I was able
to find more irreplaceable pleasures. On this occasion, I have
thought I enthusiastically want to learn English more and more.
I will try to accomplish my remaining studying abroad
wonderfully while thinking about the way to make it best for me.

Our tennis season will eventually be started from next month.
Japanese students cannot choose some kinds of club activities. In
America, their club activities are divided into three seasons, fall,
winter and spring. That is why they can choose three activities at
most. I was impressed by this system. It is because they can show
their best individual abilities by choosing activities with no limit
for their choice. It is to be able to say about their education. In
Japan, the subjects we have to take are decided. However, each
American student has own curriculums. Thus they have more
Interests in their classes and take classes they really need. This 1s
very efficient for them. According to these systems and classes, I
thought American education is superior for developing identity of
every student. Last week, I joined a meeting for applicants for
studying abroad to Japan. They made me glad because it seemed
they have more interests in japan than I thought. I explained
Japanese schools in my own words, but I was not able to do that
satisfactorily. That made me disappointed. At the same time, I
thought I want as many people as possible to know about Japan.
In the future, I want to become a person who let people around
the world know about Japan.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello, how are you? The climate of America is unusual
this year. That’s why we can wear half sleeve even this
season.

Here 1s my 5th EP report. Lately, I have felt time passes
quickly.

I had important semester exams last week. Need less to
say, there are no questions in Japanese. I had been
nervous, but I could feel response after the exams. That
made me happy.

And now, we are 1n the middle of Christmas break.
Thanks to my great host family, I am living everyday to
the fullest. We seldom go out although I enjoy playing
with their dogs, watching TV and talking with my host
sister. When I was in Japan, I often went out. Therefore, I
think I had just a little time spent with my family. That is
why I can find significance of spending time with them
now. I learned how irreplaceable they are through this
study abroad more than improving my English.

One day, I talked with my friend in Japan. Then she
praised me for my English. Sometimes I said English
words fluently even though I spoke Japanese. That made
me surprised. I am as happy as can be when I feel my
English is getting better little by little. I had learned
1mportance of accent and pronunciation of English lately.
I cannot tell my English to my host family because some
English words have completely different pronunciation I
had thought or I misplace accent. Each time I ask my
host family about correct pronunciation and practice
again and again. I will work hard to acquire
pronunciations like native American.



Incidentally, today is Christmas Eve. Every this day,
my host family go to their neighborhoods for a drive to
watch their decorations. That is why I am so excited.

Have a great Christmas and a happy new year!

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello. How are you?

On the first of this month, I finally moved from Adams house
which took care of me about three months. I faced many
hardships because everything was first time for me. However, 1
learned many things from them. The day before moving, we held



a party called wedding shower for the bride. That is why I could
not spend time enough with them and I was so lonely when I
moved their house. However my next host family is also very nice
so I was easy in my mind.

This week 1s called Thanksgiving. Thanks to my host family, I
am spending happy days every day. Last Friday I went to take a
look at an orchestra of STARWARS. I was moved by it and it was
valuable experience for me. Besides, I am so excited because I am
going to go to the movie called The Hunger Games.

By the way, I could not feel like my own English ability is getting
better so I am frustrated. I have lived in America about four
months that is why I am upset. It is the only way to make efforts
by my self. My first time live in America makes me excited, but on
the other hand there are many hardship in fact. I will do my best
to make the rest of days better. Keep my friends do their best with
study in my mind.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello. How are you? In America, the season is changing
and the temperature is unstable. So I am careful about
my health.

This makes the third time I have written EP report. To
be honest, when I left Japan I thought I would be able to
speak and listen to English three months later. However,
the reality was not the case. When I talk with my host
family and friends, I cannot tell them perfectly what I
want to say. That is why I am so happy when I
understand the conversation of my friends and laugh
together also I enjoy talking even just a little. And then I
thought I would want to speak more fluently. Importance
of one language has gone straight to my heart. I could not
find that without study abroad.

And now, there was American big event called Home
Coming in this month. In Home Coming week, we have
the theme every day and go to school with clothes suit the
theme. This 1s one of the cultures there 1s not in Japan
therefore I was so excited. Then there was a foot ball
game on Friday night. It was a special one. I sang
American nation anthem with all of freshmen at the
football field. On Saturday night, I went to Home Coming
dance party. I wore a pretty dress and my host sister did
my hair. It was like a dream. I danced to music with my
friends. This 1s my first time to go to dance party, so I
really enjoyed 1t!!!

I had very good time in October. My classmate gave me
some Japanese food. That made me so happy and then I
could realize largeness of them. I will never forget
feelings of gratitude to all the people who support my
study abroad and do my best from now on too.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello. How are you? Recently, it is getting cool and become
comfortable. How is climate in Japan?

About one month has passed since school started. I have
homework everyday. I can’t understand what teachers teach but I
used to school life. My school has a lot of events and I'm so



enjoyable. On Friday, pep rally is held to hope winning of football.
There are performance of drum and dance by St.Andrew’s dance
team. It is the climax of the unthinkable in Japan.

Last weekend, I went to relatives house of my host family to
watch a college game of football. I taught them some easy
Japanese. They liked Japanese and talked to me in Japanese
again and again. All of relatives are very friendly and kind to me.

I can feel American culture through school life and holidays.
Soon, the party called “home coming” will be held and I'm looking
forward to it.

At the moment when I'm talked to someone, I can’t find out
words I want to say and I always find that I should have said like
this distant future. I want to become good English speaker and

talk with my friends happily.

Sae Kaneshiro
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Hello. This is very hot but I'm doing fine. How are you doing?

Two weeks have passed since I came to U.S.
It is two weeks but I have already found and felt a lot of things.
Among them, the thing I felt for the most is sizes of my family and
my friend. When I came to U.S. and passed about two days, I
confused in unfamiliar environment and meal. Only two weeks
have passed and I was uneasy from now on. However, I read
letters and watched albums my family and my friends gave to me
before departure and I was really encouraged by them. I found
that all of the same periods try study for examination in Japan, so
I must not make complaints.

School started one week ago. All lessons are done by English and
schools of U.S. are quite different from Japanese one. So it will
take time to get used to the school but I work hard to become



familiar with the school.
I want to gain a lot of things through various experiences.
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