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Two weeks has passed since 1 came here. The class started from the next day |
arrived at here and | was at a loss at first, but everyday I spent a really good time!
I take chemistry, English, Spanish, US history, math, and singer. €hemistry and
math is almost same with Japan, so | can understand it, but I can’t understand US
history and US literature. But my teacher and friends teach me really carefully.
The life in school is awesome!!! |1 decided to join the swimming team from this
week!

And my host family is also kind to me. Katie always helps me if 1 was in trouble,
and | really rely on her. My host father and mother are busy on weekday, so we
don’t have so much time to talk with, but on weekend, we talk a lot over drinking
coffee in the terrace.

On Saturday, we went to see a movie “The Wolverine”.

1 can’t understand English and can’¢ keep up with their talking yet, but | wanna
grow up myself in this 10 months!!!

YcMiina Matsuyama
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Almost two months have passed since | came here, and the time seems to fly
by. Especially September, we had a lot of event and | had a really goo time.

| had a swim meet on 14™ and 21%. | swam 50m free style, 100m breaststroke
and participated in 2 relay races. At first swim meet, | was so nervous and | was
really worried whether | can swim and dive well or not. But my teammate and
coach cheered for me, so | could swim really pleasantly. And at my second swim
meet, | broke my record and was so happy! Now, we practice hard for last swim
meet on October. Swim practice is really hard than | thought, but | enjoy
spending time with my teammate!

And , from 23" to 28" was homecoming week. Homecoming is one of the big
events and it’s in the football season, and this week everyone was so excited.
There was a theme in each day, and we dressed up along it. And in the break
time a loud music was played and students danced so crazy!

On Friday, there was the football home game for the first time in 3 weeks.
| still can’t understand how does football work, but | cheer with loud voice and
sang a lot with my friends.

And on Saturday, we had homecoming dance party. Before it, | went to my
friend’s house and we did make up, dress up, hair set, and took a thousand of
pictures!! After that, we went to restaurant and had a dinner.

And then, we went to school and started to dance! This is my first tie to dance,
so at first | was bewildered , but | tried to imitate my friends and at last, | was in
high spirits! I'm really glad to experience such an American style party!!

| spend a full life also in usual school life. At first, | couldn’t understand what
should | do and asked a lot to my friends, but these days, | gradually understand

and | think, “ | shouldn’t rely on my friends forever.”

Time seems to fly by, but | wanna learn a lot of things, so I'll challenge many
things positively!

Miina Matsuyama
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It's almost November and I'm annoy with crazy weather in Mississippi these
days.

I'll write about daily life in St. Andrew’s. Here’s school life is quite different from
Japanese one, so | was really bewildered at first. We can choose classes that
we want to take, so class members are different in each class and we have to
move class room every time. There are only 15 students at most in each class
and we have a lot of opportunity to speak.

We have test each classes and we can’t get credit if we take under 70 points.
| often go to my teacher’s office and ask a lot of question and avoid to be irritated
before the test, but it's still hard...

We can study in the library, court yard, class room, and any other place at the
study hall time.

We check our schedule with laptop. Especially St. Andrew’s, most students
always use their laptop and take a note with them. Sometimes we have to take
test and do our homework with them. I think, I still need a lot of time to become
familiar with this system...

All of the students in senior look like really busy to do a lot of college stuff.
American college system is really different from Japanese one, so my friends are
interested in it. But It's really hard to explain it. And | only have 6 months until
entering exam when | back to Japan, so | always try to study Japanese stuff in
pockets time.

St. Andrew’s has other long term international students from Germany and
Belarus. And also have short visitor from Spain, India, China, Scotland, and
other countries. Communicate with them and introduce about Japan in English
isn’t easy, but | can enjoy using English and | find importance of English.

It's almost three months since | came here. It’s still hard to talk with my friends,
but I'll try to communicate with more people and get a lot of things.

Miina Matsuyama
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It’s almost December and town is filled with a lot of Christmas
decoration. It’s getting chilly these days.

We had nine consecutive holidays as a thanksgiving. Katie and |
took the train and went to New Orleans in Louisiana from 26t to
27t It was my first time to take train in the USA, so | was really
excited about it. But it was uncomfortable, stopped a lot, and so
slow. | think Japanese train and bullet train are really nice. Heesuk,
Blake and his family were in New Orleans at the same time, so we
met them and enjoyed walking around. French quarter, which is
famous street in New Orleans reminded me the USJ. We were
really tired of walking, but | was really glad to meet them and to
have a great time with them.

We had home party the other day with my host parent’s friends.
And there was an American man who lived in Nakanoshima until
three years ago and worked for the Osaka University hospital as a
researcher. He told me about his experience in Japan with strong
Osaka accent, and he was really surprised about basement
shopping mall in Umeda or Namba. | met several people who had
lived in Japan a few years, and they all said that Japanese subways
are really convenient and Japan is really safety place enough to
walk outside even it is night. In America, we always use car except
the big city and few people walk outside. And it’s too dangerous to
go out at night. That not so special for us, but for foreign people, it
is unusual things. | found that we are in a really good circumstance
through seeing Japan objectively.

First semester will be over in three weeks and we have Christmas
break! | will visit North Carolina with my host family and I’'m so
excited about it. But | have big test before it, so | need to study a
lot...
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Miina Matsuyama
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| had a great time this month. First two weeks, we had normal
classes, but | was busy studying for semester exam and practicing
for Christmas concert. Third week, we had 1% semester exam. We
have only one subject for each day, so it was easy schedule compare
to exam in Japan. But taking exam as normal student was harder
than | thought. So | studied really hard for next exam everyday.

We finished all exams and finally, we had a Christmas break!!! | was
looking forward this season because it is the most enthusiastic event
in America. Every radio had Christmas song and all of the houses
were decorated. It was like movie, “Home Alone”.

| went to North Carolina with my host family to visit Katie’s
grandmother. It took 14 hours to go there by car, and we were so
tired, but | was really glad to see a lot of states. In North Carolina, we
had a Christmas party with Katie’s cousin, watched ice hockey game
in a big stadium, and also, we went to Washington D.C., and had a
great time.

I've been thinking that meeting with people is really important thing
since | came here. And this time, | met such a wonderful
grandmother and cousins. Grandmother was really kind to me and
gave me a lot of Christmas present like a real grandchild, and
cousins were also nice. I'd like to cherish the encounter with people.

Anyway, we came back to Jackson but | will switch my host family
on New Year’s Eve. So now, I'm busy packing up my stuff. I'm a little
bit worried about living in new environment, but | don’t forget feeling
of the gratitude to my host family and | want to spend a great time
with them.



Happy New Year!!!

2013/12/30 Miina Matsuyama
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My studying abroad is now in the second half. I switched my host
family in New Year’s Eve and I've already adjusted to my new family.
My new family has 4 siblings including only 1- year- old baby. I'm an
only child, so this is a new experience for me.

I'm so glad to stay with this fabulous family and I don’t forget to
thank for them that they are hosting me not as exchange student but
as real famaily.

My school life is substantial too. I auditioned for winter musical with



my host sisters and we can make it. St. Andrew’s is known as school
that has great fine art skills, so many people not only St. Andrew’s
students but also people who are living in this area are looking forward
to this spring musical every year. Teacher is really tough and I have to
memorize too much stuff, but I'm really enjoying going to rehearsals
because I can make new friends.

I have a lot of opportunity to presentation and speak because I'm
being able to understand many things in the class. I'm so busy doing
my homework and doing other stuff on weekdays, so I need to organize
my schedule, but this experience is good for me even after I go back to
Japan.

I'll do my best this semester too.
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February is over and I only have 3 months left till go back to Japan. I
visited New Orleans with French students and we had choir competition this
month, but the most memorable experience is school production musical.

We practiced a lot even though we didn’t have a school. The practice was till
9:00 pm every night, so after that I was so tired and went to bed immediately.
But I had a really good time talking and taking pictures with my new friends.
Before performance, we did our make up each other, made circle and yelling,
and held a mini dance party. During the performance, we danced and sang
quietly in wings and relaxed the tension. I love musical so much from the
first, so this musical was great experience for me.

In March, we have spring break and I'm so excited because I'm going to visit
Houston with my host family. I'm kind of sad because after spring break, we
have a prom, exam and finally we have graduation. I only have three months

left, but I have a lot of exciting events rest of my abroad life, so I'll enjoy full



of them.

Miina Matsuyama
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I's almost Aprii and we can wear short sleeve shirts sometimes.
9-day-spring-break was over and we only have quarter school year left. 12th
graders are spending most of their time in idle amusement because graduation
is near at hand and also, all of their college applications were done. Some of
them throw their own party and some of them are busy thinking about prom. The
atmosphere is completely different from Japanese 12" graders who are studying

hard for college entrance exam.

My birthday was Monday after spring break, and my friends brought me a hand
made birthday cake, birthday presents, and my classmates sang Happy Birthday

Song for me. | had a really good time.

| was really busy studying for daily test or quiz and practicing musical during the
third quarter, but after the spring break, most of the classes are pretty slow
paces and many students are working volunteer activities, it because American
high school students have to work those kind of activities for graduate school.
Also, most colleges admire their extracurricular works and accept to enter the
college. Therefore, St. Andrew’s has a lot of program to visit developing
countries during long vacation. I've been visiting public elementary school every
Tuesday after school and teaching math since beginning of this year. I've
learned that working these kind of activities is really important.

It has been 7 months since | came here, and I'm not struggled to have
conversation with my friends these days. | feel so sad because | only have 2 and
a half months left, but | don’t forget the feeling that | had when | came here first

time and I'll accomplish this studying abroad as an exchange student.
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We have the graduation in under a month, and we only have about 10 days for
normal school day. We had a lot of event in April, and the most impressive one is
prom.

Prom is the formal party for juniors and seniors, which is held in the end of the
school year. School reserved the capital club and we had a dinner and dance
party till midnight. We also had a DJ and band. Girls wore long dresses and guys



wore tuxedos. I'm not a party animal, but it was so much fun and will miss dance
party so much.

Also, | went to The University of South Mississippi for the rehearsal and
performance of all state honors choir. I'd never done choir in Japan, but I've
been attracted to this performing art since | started to take this class at
St.Andrew’s. We spent 2 days just for singing and we were exhausted, but we
were taught by a famous choral director and it was great experience. | was glad
that | could communicate with a lot of students from other schools.

| only have a month till | go back to Japan. I've experienced a lot of things and
have been made aware of my narrowed view of the world. I've been learning
that there are a lot of way of thinking through spending time with people who
have a different kind of races and religions. | don’t forget the gratitude to the
people who gave me a wonderful opportunity of this studying abroad and | want

to be an impressive exchange student.
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On May 23", we had a graduation ceremony of St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
Class of 2014. We wore gowns and hats even though it was extremely hot day.
Diploma was handed one by one and after that, we did hat toss. | accomplished
all of my work at St. Andrew’s and now | finally realize that my studying abroad is

almost over.

I've been looking back this studying abroad and remembering a lot of
experiences. I've had not only fun time but also some hardships and difficulties.
However, I've had an amazing year with no regret. When | came here first time, |



was kind of confused because school life is completely different from one in
Japan. Also, | couldn’t understand English so much, so | couldn’t tell my opinion
to my friends or teachers clearly and | was struggled a lot. But | think I’'ve grown
as an individual human being from these experiences and they made me brisk.

Of course | had a bunch of great time with my friends, and host families. I’'m so
glad that | could experience a lot of American things.

After | return to Japan, I'll be 3" grader of high school and | have to study a lot.
But | can overcome it because I've got a great patient from this studying abroad!
Also, I'll never forget the gratitude to my teachers who gave me a wonderful
opportunity, my host families, my friends and my family.



