[Nakayama's report 8 A1

Two weeks has past since I came U.S. The living here is that everything is new . It's
interesting just to watching everything here .

[ was surprised that we can see clouds which nearby the horizon , we can't see it by
high buildings.

At school . It's difficult to make friends , because I can not speak and listen English
very well. I don't have many friends , the life here is very hard . Honestly , the life here
so far is very hard and not easy for everything .

But I will be keep trying to be getting my life here better .
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Month and a half flew in a blink of the eye. I want time to stop. Finally I had
The Fall Dance Party on 29, Saturday. Day students usually go someone's
house before the party. but I did not know that and I'm a border, I just went
straight to the party. First there were a few students , but as time past
many students came and danced like they become nuts. It was my first time
to dance, but I learned dance by watching others. That was soooo fun. I
became to love parties. My senior friend said to me that come my house
before the party next time! so I cannot wait till next time. I haven't seen any
improvement on my English yet. When I talk with one to one, I'm getting to
understand. but when I talk in group, It still difficult. The most biggest
difference in school is that basically, one period is 45min, school over at 3:35.
We don't have school on Saturday.



I went to barbershop in America at first time. I heard of American stylist cut
by their sensibility. so I was so scary. After all, I cut my hair straight...
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| had a good time going many places with my host family this month. Austin City Limits



(ACL) is a music festival in which a lot of people come from all over the U.S. It goes on all

through Friday, Saturday and Sunday for two weekends. My host got me tickets for both

weekends. | went there with my friends on first weekend. Heesuk and Bleak's family came to

Austin to go to ACL and spent a great weekend with us. We had a five day Fall Break, and

my father took me to Virginia and D.C. | participated in a college visit at Georgetown

University and University of Virginia, visited the U.S. capital, a couple of monuments,

Monticello and an apple orchard. | saw all of these places on TV. Robert's grandpa lives in

Virginia and his relatives had a family reunion in his house. We watched the World Series on

TV every single night. Everybody except me supported St.Louis, because they hate Red

Sox and like the Yankees. Because two Japanese pitchers played for the Red Sox, |

supported the Red Sox. | had a really good time. | thanked my host family for all the fun.
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We had a week long Thanksgiving break after finals this month.



Needless to say, the class which | had the most trouble with was
English. In the exam, | had to write a essay about a poem. First
of all, | didn't understand the poem, so my paper was almost
blank. The English class covered grammar, poetry and short
stories during the Fall Term. The poetry's grammatical structure
was pretty strange; as a result, it was difficult to read. | did not
understand the word problems in the math exam. The Chinese
exam was fairly easy, because Chinese characters are almost
same as Japanese one. | stayed at Rob's house during
Thanksgiving break, and had a great time. | will do my best

during the three weeks before Christmas Break.
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I had my first time model UN conference December 11. that was so interesting.
basically, we pretend real UN in NY and talk about some issues. the issues were about
border, overfishing and refugees. | almost couldn't understand what all delegation
discuss. but it was fun.
they talked much about problem related to Japan. i'm interested in current issues, and i
investigate often about them. so i really would like to talk, but i couldn't .
so i was so frustrated by myself. so | study English more to be able to understand next
conference.

During winter vacation, | visited Rob’s grandfather’s house in Dallas, and | spent
Christmas there with other relatives. They were really kind and | had a great time.

My friends invited to new year party in my friend’s house at night of December
31. | really wanted to go, but my host mother didn’t allowed, because it's not safe. My
friend’s house is located far from our house, then It's danger to drive midnight, so |
stayed our house with Rob, because other family had gone. We had a great new year.
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I’'m taking 7 classes, Film, Art, Study Hall, Chinese 1, Algebra I, Theology and
English. I am fond of Theology class. We often have theology class outside or at
dining hall unless it is bad weather. Our Theology class is in 5th period every day
which means that sometimes we can eat food in class. We can eat, and use our
phone or laptop in class, which is different from Japan. Topics we talk about in
theology class are not always concerned with religious issues. My theology
teacher has a nice sense of humor, and he likes jokes, so | like his class the
best.

Sometimes, | can see a vapor trail that jets leave when | look up at the sky. | can
also see a lot of beautiful stars at night, so | look up at sky often.
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In my English class, we are working on Romeo and
Juliet by Shakespeare this term. We read The Romeo
and Juliet in early modern English which is like
classic Japanese; therefore the vocabulary which is
related to the Christianity and grammar of this book
are really weird and not used in modern English. In e
addition that, tons of figurative and sensorylanguages
are used like the poetry, so it is very hard to {
comprehend this book. However, my comprehension
of English has gotten better in my time at St.
Stephen’s.
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When | first arrived, | couldn’t understand what people was talking about and
now | can understand most of it. I've really enjoyed my time here and | love a lot

of things which are not in Japan like breakfast tacos, concerts, like a ACL and



SSES. | will definitely return for these things and all the friends I've made. This
Exchange program was established 43 years ago, which is a pretty long time
ago. The reason | could come here is because of the exchange students that
tried to keep good relationship between Japan and US; therefore | want to say
thank you to everyone who has established and supported this Exchange
Program for the past 43 years. Thank you as well to the school and people that

have helped me all along the way.
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It has been an absolutely incredible year. I've had such an amazing time with

my awesome friends and teachers at SSES. My favorite St. Stephen’s teacher

is Mr. Woodruff who is a Theology teacher. I really want my friends in Japan

to take his class once. He basically has his class outside and our class



sometimes go to forest in St. Stephen’s and feel nature and consider about a
lot of kinds of spiritual stuffs during class. I'm pretty sure that he is the best
teacher I've ever met. I'm so glad that I could have experienced a bunch of
things and broadened my out look through foreign culture.

I really want to say thank you to everyone for giving me such an awesome

opportunity.



