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“The life of St.Stephen’s ”
2weeks is going to pass since shortly when life has began in America.

Just 2weeks, but I am thinking of a lot of things already.

In homestay at Sarah’s host, there are the local people’s generosity, sincere

attitude of people and the life of scale is not in Japan. I don’t know many

times, I was thought the difference between Japan and the America.

Then, I noticed different culture. There are conversations when we give way,

through each other, and service to customer and so on. I think this is most

important.

After homestay of 5days, it began school life in dome.

I felt shortage of my English at here.

I can’t express my idea, also I can’t understand words of the other party.

I know that, but in fact, it is so tough in life-days.



However, I realized, the environment of around me 1s excellent so much.

I'm living in a meaningful life with great detail advisor, teachers, and kind
friends, also roommate who understands.

I'll overcome this period, and I'll work hard studies and every activities.
Because in order to grew up again.

With some gratitude and some respect to around me.
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September report

Around ME

I'll talk about two persons in this report. The first, it is Mr.Narita.
He lives 1s St.Stephen’s, also he teaches soccer in here. He always takes
care of me. For example, when I wanted to join a basketball team, he says to
me “ I can become translator between you and coach if you need.” He is so
kind like my guardian right now. And I heard his career. He entered to his
high school in Yamagata to play soccer. He practiced soccer hard for three
years in his school, so that he endeavored captain in his team. He went to /H
when he was 12th grade. After he graduated from high school, he spent a year
and half to study English. Then, he entered to college in America. He
continued to play soccer in America. And he came back to Japan, he
participated in soccer team of division one. However he noticed his shortage
of his soccer skills, when he sees other member of this team. He said to me “I
could feel obvious difference from them (= other member in his team) ”. At
this time, he quitted playing soccer. That’s why, he teaches soccer in this
school. I was admired when I hear his career. At the same time, I noticed
that my dream is so unfinished. I guess he archived his purpose in his life.
But I guess I'll quit practicing basketball easily in my future. I think his
existence affects my life. I have determination what I never give up.
Absolutely.

The second, it is my friend, Cameron. She is a member of Japanese
club. Also Mr.Narata belongs to this club too. We are talking about Japanese
culture like manga, paper folding and so on. We met there. I always keep in
touch with her by Snapchat almost every day. Thereby, I can learn a lot of
conversational expression from her. Thanks to her, I guess I can acquire
English as soon as possible. Actually, I guess I can do typing early day by day.

I think I'll capture all chances and learn everything more in the future.
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October report

Basketball

My life is actually connected with the “Basketball”. To be honest
with you, I guess it’s known to everyone who around myself. Not only my
parents and siblings but also every friend. I'll talk about that in this report,
and I'll describe its in detail.

I began to play a basketball under the influences of my older brother.
It will be my 9tk year this year from I began that. There are a lot of temping
people in St.Stephen’s. The first one is coach King. He is a supervision in our
team “Spartans”. When I met him for the first time, he said me that “ You
have a great quickness!! You are the fastest guy in this team without the
slightest doubt. You are from Japan, right? What grade are you in, freshman
or sophomore? ” I guess I never forget his words. But right now, I'm
recognized by him because I'm in the team White ( team Red and team White
are main force in this team).

The next is super nice teammates. Especially, Md, JP, Luke, Adam,
Deanthony, and Jarret. I had taken part in the preseason games with them
during preseason. Surprisingly, Jarret is 196 centimeters. Adam and
Deanthony and Jarret are black guys who have some tremendous techniques
and abilities what I wanted. I've always looked up to them but occasionally I
envy them. Meanwhile, I noticed what should I do in this team. To tell you
the truth, I knew that. But I probably make an escape from that
unconsciously as you can imagine. It is just talking. When we play basketball,
we have to speak own ideas to anyone. It’s called communication, and it’s the
most important thing when we play it. However, I can’t get across what I
want to say in English fluently for now. So, if I want to get better, I must
overcome the language barrier.

I understand how privileged this situation is. In here, it’s all up to

me to decide. I'm trying not to think about what other people say about me



too much now, whereas I always keep gratitude in mind.
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November report

Difference between two cultures

When I compare between two typed people who live in America and
Japan, I can discover some interesting differences. First, it is teachers’
attitude. I feel they are familiar with every student somehow. I thought that
the reason is all of them have good relationships, I mean they basically talk
about themselves well each other. Especially the latest incident is a student
said to a teacher, “Did you have a haircut?” I was impressed because I guess
that I hardly saw this situation when I lived in Japan, in St.Andrew’s. Most
Japanese people basically might pass about what a teacher had a haircut or
not. What I want to insist are the teachers who live in here have much
confidence from any students who go to St.Stephen’s. I think that this is one
of marvelous customs in relationships, therefore I examine one of this unique
points.

Second, it is students’ greeting ways. The students communicate
with everyone anytime, especially when people pass each other even if they
don’t know. In Japan, we constantly just do light bow. To be honest, it is not
only students but also any teachers. They do a handshake and ask their
conditions. At the beginning of staying in here, I was actually confused about
this culture. Because we don’t have such as this kind of culture.

However, I have a couple of points what I couldn’t understand. One
of these points is the attitude of clerks in any restaurants or something. They
are talking with buddies for fun, drinking something in common, and so on.
In my personal opinion, I want them to do such as that in their lounge. Just
in this point, Japanese one is better than American one.

This term is really important for me, and I understand how valuable
this is. My English still have a bunch of troubles in grammar and

vocabularies. However I'm going to keep studying hard more, and enjoying



the rest of time to grow up myself increasingly.
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December report

American Culture

I'm now involved in basketball. To be exact, I've been involved in it
for ten years, and that is still continuing presently. Therefore, I've never
experienced party such as called symbolism of America so far. Because, we
have to practice in weekends and even we have some games in holidays. But
finally, on December 20, my host family held Christmas party at our house,
and almost 18 families got together for it. It was really interested because I
could spend meaningful time with new people using English. Also I could feel
a bit improving of my English actually. I might not experience the party such
as that big one when I live in japan. After that, my host mother said me
“Thank you for your good behavior.” In that time, I didn’t understand
immediately why she said so. I was just enjoying the party, and also I was
trying to build broad-ranging relationships in here. In my personal opinion,
the reason she said so is it is important for her that sharing the time in that
unique room for me even though I can’t speak English fluently. That was one
of so impressed thing in my whole stay in America.

The next is what do people do for Christmas days. According to host
father, people would spend the time with them family, basically. It is totally
different from our culture because Japanese people would spend the time
with them lovers. I told the truth to host mother, then she was so surprised.
She hasn’t understood that way easily.

I those days, I've gotten some advices from a bunch of people. The
most impressing one in every thing is from Mr. Mcliver who is basketball
coach in our team. He said me that I have to have confidence in my skills. I
really appreciate him about everything. His words definitely encouraged me,
and besides he believes in myself. I can’t say thank you enough for him.

My life in here is supported every person around me. I understand,

therefore I really appreciate and respect all too. I'm going to challenge all



around more and more. And also I'm going to have confidence in myself.
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Behave accordingly as Japanese

I'm giving my opinion what I've realized about Japanese culture that I
didn’t realize until I came to America. It is Japanese people basically don’t
have casual conversations with one another. People who live in America,
they always talk a lot, even though they’re ordering something they want to
get in a restaurant, and they are waiting for the accounting of cash in every
market. American people are very familiar with each other. In the opposite,
Japanese people usually don’t talk about themselves to strangers. For
instance, when a customer wants to order something from a clerk, the clerk
would say just “What do you want to get?” and “I understood.” in a
restaurant in Japan. There are sometimes friendly clerks, but they are
almost never familiar with any customers.

However, I do want you to understand something about Japanese
people. It is that they aren’t just formal. In my opinion, Japan is the most
efficient country in the whole world. I have some reasons I think so. The
most impressive thing is Japanese public institutions are punctual.
Especially, the subway trains are supposed to be on time. Actually,
conductors have a timetable showing every five seconds. Moreover, some
foreign people have admired something good of Japanese. It is a road is
really clean and they seldom see graffiti, by their own account, even though
naughty ones have taken care about around people. Besides, Japanese
people are really polite. They definitely keep taking turns. I thought that
waiting for one’s turn is normal, but a few foreign people cut in the middle of
the line. And also if somebody waits for something that a person is doing,
Japanese people usually try to do that quickly. However it doesn’t matter for
foreign people. They don’t care about that. These are kind of impressive

differences between Japan and other countries for me.



Finally, Japanese people are basically interested in foreign culture.
They have general spirits for different cultures. They are willing to listen to
foreign people’s speaking and learn different interesting cultures from them.
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February report

Comparing educational institutions

I'm giving my opinion about the importance of education comparing
Americans and Japanese. First of all, American education comparatively has
more freedom than Japanese education. American students can select their
own classes, and they have so many off periods during each single day. These
things are sort of unique to a Japanese person. In Japan, there aren’t any off
periods except rare cases. There are no options to select our classes either.
Japanese students must take part in classes designated by the school dean. I
figure that atmosphere of classes in America is totally different from ours.
One obvious difference is Japanese students just sit and listen to their
professors’ lectures. While, American students spontaneously ask some
questions to their professors even though the professor is speaking. When
any problem, or confusion arises, they ask the reason immediately. American
students’ participatory attitude was one of the things that most impressed
me. Plus, I realized that volunteering is reasonable for American people,
because they were raised in this environment. That’s why American people
are accustomed to expressing their own opinions.

A few students asked me about students’ attitude in classes in
Japan. They asked “Why are some Japanese students willing to take a nap in
a class?” At this time, I thought taking a nap in a class is incredible for
Americans. Simultaneously, the reason is some teachers are somehow boring
in Japan. I defiantly feel it is a curious problem for Japanese educational
institutions. Teachers are mostly helpful for us, but sometimes there are
unreliable teachers. They are actually indifferent their students, like
education machines. They don’t share their expertise with us easily, even
though some students have questions. They just come to our classroom, and

go back. Largely, they are senior though. Therefore, other teachers can’t



remonstrate the rigid teachers. I think this severe difficulty is related to the
lifetime employment in Japanese system.

Personally, I believe education i1s everything. All people are
supposed to undergo the education systems of their own countries. In
addition, they join and contribute to their own countries’ society in order to
thrive and develop, after graduation from the education system where they
learned and were raised. I suppose the developed countries’ educational
institutions are basically high quality. Good educational institutions make
thriving society, because people who are supporting modern society were
raised in decent environments. We are needed to establish appropriate

educational institutions for people who belong to next generations.
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