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This is my first report.
Early morning of the 15th in Japan time, I was surrounded with great people.
I'm full of feelings of appreciation.
After long flight, I arrived at the host family’s house and went to bed soon.
Host family is very kind of me and everyone tried to understand what I talking about.
Host family is very active, so I go out every weekend.
School life is just still puzzling.
I can’t listen to English, I can’t follow what everyone says.
But classmates and teachers are very kind of me, and they always talk with me.
I belong to volleyball team, and I enjoy to practice with my teammate.
Now I have a lot of friends, and they teach me studies.
“I want to speak English more.” This feeling gets stronger day by day.
The time has come to study abroad.
I will never forget feelings of gratitude, and I want to do my best.

From Kotone Nishi
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Mr. Ogawa and everyone, how are you?

Each day is very long and full, but looking back over the days, it is very fast.

From Aug. 29 to Sept. 1, I went to the sea with my host family.

I'm full of appreciation for my host family, because I could spend a relaxing time at the
beach.

This month, I was busy with volleyball games and practice.

They are worth the practice, because we won the tournament, and we became the
champion! I'm very happy.

I went to my first Pep Rally. It is an event to encourage our team to win the football
game.

People make a noise in this event much unthinkable in Japan. Of course, I enjoyed too.
In school life, I still have difficulty with conversation and in class I can’t understand.
But I have more friends before and I am more accustomed to life in America little by
little.

I had a good opportunity to stay with my friend and to go to a party.

I want to tell gratitude to people who always support me, but I can’t because of my
nability in English.

I'm frustrated, and hope I can speak English better soon because I want to talk more.



Kotone Nishi

Orange beach in Alabama.
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Report of October
2014/10/30



It has been one month since I wrote the report of September.
Homecoming week was September 29 through October 3. Each school day, we wore
different themed clothes to go to school. Monday’s theme was 1980’s. Tuesday’s theme
was famous twins day. Wednesday’s theme was super heroes, Thursday was
Homecoming and the theme was Peter Pan. I dressed as Tinkerbell. Friday was
pajama day. I really enjoyed going to school everyday.
On October 2, we voted for homecoming court (girls from each grade) to represent each
class. The homecoming maids wore an elegant dress and were presented on the football
field at the game. One girl was chosen to be homecoming queen. I was happy because
my good friend was chosen to be a homecoming maid.
On October 4, we had a homecoming dance party. Everyone dressed up and went to
dinner and a dance. The girls spent the night at a hotel together.
This week, I had many new experiences and I made many new memories.
I went to my first State Fair. There were many attractions and rides. I saw many
different foods that we do not have in Japan. It is like a Matsuri but with attractions.
In October, we had some half days of school and one week there was no school on
Monday. I went to stay with a friend at her house and we had lunch with our friends. I
have more time here to spend with friends than in Japan!
We are in the playoff season for Volleyball. We won our last game and we became a best
4 in the states. I'm happy, but I want to play more with this team. I am thankful for my
teammates because they talk with me in spite of my poor English. I want to learn to
speak better English so I can talk more with my friends and host family.
Now volleyball season is over, I have a more time, so I can study more focus on my
English.
I believe I cannot study abroad without the help of many people.

Kotone Nishi
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2014/11/30
This is my fourth report. Time has passed since I came here.
Some people say that three months is long enough to learn English. But I need more
time. I want to advance step by step.

My school life has calmed down a little because many events have passed.



Halloween was on October 31. I went to school dressed as Princess Anna from Frozen.
After school I went to the haunted house with my friends.
I went to my first college football game on November 8. I had heard it would be
wonderful, but it was beyond my imagination. I enjoyed the exciting atmosphere. Now I
am a football fan and would like to go to another football game in the future.
I went to Disney on Ice on November 16. I saw this fantastic show in America, where
Disney was founded. It made me very happy.
The same day, I also went to our last volleyball party. I listened to the coaches speaking,
though I did not understand everything. I felt this was the last time to hear my coaches
and 1t was hard to hold back my tears.
This team helped me so many times. Because of them, learning English is not as scary,
I don’t lose heart, and I enjoy everyday with many friends.
My friends who live in Japan sometimes send me e-mails. It makes me really happy to
get messages from Japan, because I apprehensive about contacting them first. Every
contact is fine for me; it makes me cheerful.
I was at the beach with my host family and their family from November 23 to 30 for
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is the time people thank each other for everything and
people provide food and hold a big dinner. I enjoyed going on a vacation where I didn’t
have plans, because I was able to do whatever I wanted. Maybe this is first time I have
gone on this kind of trip because I'm Japanese and my family likes trips that are fully
planned. I feel this holiday is only in America.
I have spent three months here, but I can’t speak English well because I was taught
English by a boy who is five years old. My heart is often broken, but I can do more! Now
my dearest friends are making a desperate effort to pass the exam for college, so I have
to do my best!

Kotone Nishi
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Dec. 31 2014

Halfway finished with my days in America. Time goes by very fast.



I went to the party of Brain Injury Gala on December 3. It is a party of my host father’s
work. I had a valuable experience because I'll never be able to go to this kind of party.
My host brother came back home from Miami on December 11. He is funny, and he
makes his family bright. I understood they really missed him.
We had the exams from December 15 to 19. It was my first exams since I came here. I
did my best.
My host family is Jewish, so they don’t celebrate Christmas. We celebrated Hanukkah
for eight nights from December 16. It is something not many people get to experience. I
am happy to spend this time with this family because I can learn a little about Judaism.
My host mother was busy cooking so much food during it. I helped her to make cakes
and latkes. I have never seen so many potatoes and eggs.
I went to two Christmas parties on December 20 and 24. Then I cooked “Okonomiyaki”
for my host family on December 25. They don’t celebrate Christmas, but I was nervous
to make the Christmas dinner. I cooked with my feelings of gratitude, and I was happy
that they are happy.
I met Shiota-san and his wife again on December 26. He graduated from
Momoyamagakuin high school and was an exchange student in the past. Now he got
married to an American woman, and lives in America. I met them at St. Andrews
school once. This day, I met them with my host family, and we had a good time.
I met Hitomi and her host sister at my host family’s house on December 27. I heard a
good story from her. She can speak English very well. I want to speak English as well
as she does soon.
I went on a trip to New Orleans from December 29 to 30. Many people play
instruments and there were a lot of funny shops. It was a very good trip. I did some
sightseeing. I went to the Zoo and the aquarium.
I realized that it is supported by many people around me this year. I'll try hard to be
able to repay them for their kindness in this new year.

Kotone Nishi
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January.31 2015
Second semester has started. I want to try more, because my stay in America will be
better!

I moved in with a new host family on January 1. I was sad to leave my former host



family, but I think it will be good for me to study in a new environment for the new year.
On the last day I spent with my previous host family, I wrote and later read them
heartfelt letter, and I am very glad they liked it.
My current host family is different from my former host family. At first I was little
perplexed, but now I am doing well and enjoying the new environment everyday.
I went to see the play Peter Pan on January 10. When I saw the play in September, I
didn’t understand it very well, but this time I really enjoyed it because my English 1s
getting better.
Softball activity began on January 12. It is just working out and throwing, but it is so
much fun! I am about the same level as a beginner, and my teammates teach me very
kindly.
January 24th was a full day. I went to my former host family’s house and attended a
baby shower in the morning. I saw them after a long time. I'm glad they look fine. Their
smiles made me happy and cheerful.
Afterwards, I went to my friend’s house and got ready for a dance party. This was my
second dance party next to Homecoming, so my friends helped me.
I also went to dinner with my friends. After dinner we went to a dance party. We
danced and jumped together and it was so fun!
After the dance, we went to my friend’s house for party and spent the night. This is my
first time to go to my friends’ big party. To tell the truth, at first I came here, I was a
little uneasy because I cannot speak English well. I want to make friends, so I try to
study English hard. Now I have a lot of wonderful friends. I want to talk with them and
spend more time with them. This is why I can study English more and more.
I decided the date I will return to Japan. The number of days to spend in America is
getting fewer. I want to try to do my best during remaining days.

Kotone Nishi
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Feb.28 2015
My stay in America is only about 3 months remaining.
It feels very short to stay in America, and I still feel like only a few days have passed

since I came here. Also I don’t want to go back Japan because I don’t think I have



learned enough yet.

I want to try hard to learn things as much as possible during this short period of time.
We start real softball practice on 3rd. Although I am a beginner, I am trying hard to get
better. My teammates and coaches teach me very kindly, and practice is so much fun!
We have two practice spaces, inside facility and softball field, but we do inside practice
mostly because it is very cold these days. Our first game will come soon, I want to play
on the game and we intend to win!!!

Valentine’s day is on 14th. I didn’t plan to make something, but I made brownies to use
a little time. To tell the truth, I tried to make it twice, but I couldn’t make it perfectly.
However my friends liked it and ate all of them. I'm so glad.

Same day in Japan time zone, my Japanese friends graduated from Momoyama gakuin
high school. My precious friends who spent a long time with me are going their own
way of life. Before I came here, I understood that I won’t graduate with my friends.
However, the fact that they won’t be at school when I come back to school makes me
sad. Nevertheless, I am sure my choice is right, so I don’t regret it.

I went to see the school musical on 27th. Some of my friends were in the play. I really
enjoyed 1t, but musical was hard to hear.

It is really cold these days. Our school was stared late or closed because of bad weather.
I was sick few days, but I think this is also experience.

I want to enjoy remaining days with a lot of gratitude to American friends who always
helps me, host family who take care of me, and family who are always concerned about

me.

Kotone Nishi
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