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Report of Study abroad (August)

About a month has passed since | came Mississippi. | feel | am getting use to American
life. School did not start yet, so | had orientations with other international students who came
from Taiwan and China the first two weeks. | was busy because also | visited California. | went
to there to help my host sister’s college moving. | visited two universities, UC Berkeley and
Stanford. It was really good experience for me to visit American universities because | am going
to go to college in United States.

After back to school, | finally met SA students and | felt | actually came to American high
school. There is various race of people and they have each totally different identity at SA. |
realized that I've lived how small world after | came here.

Sometimes | think my heart is going to break off because classes are too hard for me to
understand what teachers said. However, | never give up keeping make effort. Fortunately,
students and teachers of SA are very kind to me and they always help me. | promise | will keep
doing my best and have great school life with people of SA.
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October did not have big event but | was very busy. The only problem that happened

this month was my cracked tooth. Except the problem, | have been enjoyed my American life.

My St. Andrew’s life report is that volleyball season was over sadly. We went to
semifinal of state tournament, so we had good season this year. It has important meaning tin
my high school life that | made a lot of friends
through a sport and | had unforgettable good
memory with them. | think it was good choice that

| decided to join the team which is fall sport

because | could make many friends at once

beginning of the year. At the beginning of

study abroad is hard time. Especially,
almost of all students at St. Andrew’s know
each other so it is so hard to get closer to

them. However, if you join in any sports




team, it is easier to make friends with them. Now, my volleyball teammates are really
important for me and | love them a lot.

| thought join in some clubs is good idea after volleyball season is over because | can
make more friends. And | sign up some clubs. One of the clubs, it is called Global
Communications Club, it already had a couple meetings and we watched Japanese movie. | felt
weird because | was the only one who can understand without subtitles. We watched “Battle
Royale” that is not horror movie but we wanted to watch horror movie. It was really violence
and the head of club and | thought we made the wrong choice. We have to choose next movie
carefully next time. We are doing to watch another country’s movie next time.

The other day, Bain and | talked about Japan for St. Andrew’s students who are
interested in the EP program. | regret that | could not tell them about Japan so much. | told Mr.
T that | want to tell St. Andrew’s students about Japan and myself more and ask is it possible
that he give me another chance. Fortunately, He loved the idea so | will plan for it. | it is going
to be cool if | can tell them about Japanese teenagers and “real Japan” not Americans’ image.
And about myself, | notice that many students still do not know me so | just want them to know
who am | and why | decided to come
here. | think it is good thing not only for
me that | could meet St. Andrew’s
students but also for them, it is good
opportunity of meet Japanese and talk
with Japanese in their life because it is

possibly that they have never known




about Japan and talked with Japanese until now and in the future. Also, | can produce a good
effect on them and | can change their life by some chance. My life has already started changing.

My little wish in my life is that | can give new idea to people around me.

Outside of school, | am working on my college stuff. | had already taken ACT at school
with Juniors. And | am going to take TOEFLE this Friday. | am very busy because | have a lot of
homework and you can imagine those are hard for me. Of course, | am taking all subjects in
English so | usually spend three hours or more with my homework every day. In addition to that
| have to study for tests such as ACT and TOEFL. | am always almost crying. Anyway, | am so
busy but | am working hard because my friends in Japan are also keep fight. For all seniors, now
is hard time.

| visited Millsaps College and meet Japanese international students. | studied about

going to an American college as an international student from them.

Speaking of fun things in this month, | really enjoyed Halloween in end of the month. |
dressed up with Bain and we went to trick or treat. Also, we made Jack O’ Lantern which is
pumpkin lantern.

And | went to Alabama university which is famous for American football. Alabama has
the best football team in the U.S. Both of my host parents graduate from this university so all of
their family are huge Alabama fun. And we went to homecoming game. There were so many

people there and many people were wearing red which is Alabama’s team color. And the



football stadium is huge. | could not believe that is one of the college facilities. | really enjoyed

that night and it was my first experience of watching college football.
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The first day of thanks giving break, | moved to next host family’s house. My new host
sister is one of my friends so | was so excited about living with her. She is also my body at
school and she helps me before she become my host sister. The first week, she was in France
but after she come back we have been having fun together. We went to sailing, a soccer game,
study at her favorite café after school. She can drive so we can go anywhere wherever we want
to. In the weekends, we usually go shopping, watch movies, hang out with our friends.

| went to Canton, a small town in MS, to see Christmas lights with my friend and her
family. Canton is a historical town and they have Christmas festival every year. There are some
vintage shops. My friend and | stepped into a shop. We found a lot of Christmas cards at the
shop. They were not just Christmas Cards. They are over 100-year-old cards. Some of them are
written some messages and we thought they are so cool. | bought a beautiful ring and my

friend got a keychain of bullet for her dad’s birthday gift.
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We had snow day again in January. This is really rare here
in Mississippi. On snow day, school was closed. | was
staying at my friend’s house because my host family was
out of town then. | was supposed to stay her house just
the weekend which means three days, however, because
of snow days, | stayed her house for 6 days. The friend
who | stayed with is one of my volleyball teammates, her
name is Lauren, she is my best friend here.

We got in the hot tab at her house a few times while | was
staying with her. That was my favorite part when | visit her .
house. We spend those 6 days with going our friend’s party, watching football game which was
her favorite team’s last game of this season, watching a horror movie and shopping. She is the
funniest person I've ever met, | wasn’t bored at all. a

After a week, Lauren had her last soccer home game. | made a poster
for her. She loves it and that made me happy. She is still playing soccer
right now but after that we will play softball together.

January 27™ was Snow Ball. Snow Ball is the name for the winter school
dance at St. Andrew’s. American high schools have usually three dances
in a year. Snow Ball was second dance this year. | did not have a date
last time but | asked one of my friend this time. | did dance proposal
after his soccer game. It was so fun to do that.




My date was John, he is one of my friend and he come to my host family’s house to pick me up.
If you have a date, girls get ready at their house or their friend’s house and boys pick them up.
Almost of all juniors and seniors have a car and they can
drive which is | think really cool. My date is also senior as
me and he picked me up with his car. Actually, he
drove his mom'’s car that day because his mom’s car is
nicer than his car. When he told me about that | thought it
is so sweet and cute that he took nicer car to go to the dance.
Girls can be like princesses at the dance night. Her date picks
them up at house with his car, ring a bell and stand there with
nice clothes. John picked me up and he looked at me
then he told me “You look amazing tonight!” = Ok, if we have
school dances at high school in Japan and you go to the dance
with one of your male friends, he probably wouldn’t say
such thing. He escorted me to his car and opened the car
door for me. | was totally falling in love with the situation.
We went to my friend’s house and take pictures. After
that we went to dinner. Around 9, we finally go to school and
enjoyed dance. It was definitely fun night than
homecoming because | got date which means when slow song
comes, you don’t feel alone! Also, the band was also better than last time. | had really great
time with my friends that night and with my date!
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| went to speech and debate competition for the first time. | had taken speech and
debate class but I've never tried competitions. The competitions are usually held on weekends.
We departed from school to the University of Southern Mississippi on Friday after lunch. The
first day, there were a part of debate competitions so | was waiting my teammates. | did just
one of speech but other students did two or three of speech or debate. It was really good
experience because it was new challenge for me. My speech was not good but | could hear
other people’s which were really good, so | am glad to go there.

On the other days, | went to international students’ trip. St. Andrew’s has a lot of
international students and exchange students. | am the longest staying exchange student but
sometimes other countries’ exchange students visit St. Andrew’s like students from France,
Germany and Peru. There stay for two weeks. Now, there is no exchange students except me. |
went to the trip with international students from China and Taiwan. We went to a cooking
school, Grammy Museum and Ole Miss. At the cooking school, we made our own lunch. The
cooking teacher taught us how to make southern food.

After we had lunch, we visited Grammy Museum. There were a lot of stuff like dresses that
famous artists were wearing at Grammy. My mom is a huge fun of Michael Jackson and there
were few his jackets that he was actually wearing in '
the music videos. They supposed to move to the -"
other museum the day before we visited, but the
schedule was changed and | could see them really
luckily.

The university of Mississippi is known as Ole Miss.
Ole Miss has really good football team and
Mississippi State is their rival. We visited Ole Miss’s
campus which is in Oxford. | met a Japanese
exchange student from Nagoya. She was so nice
and she told me about her college life.
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| am so glad that | was there at the big basketball game for St. Andrew’s. Our boys’
basketball team won the state championship! We are number one in the state! Right after the
finals, some students and | headed to Tennessee to visit colleges. It was seven days long trip
and we visited 13 colleges. Those colleges are in Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, and South
Carolina. It was really fun trip. | saw many colleges that even I've never known. My most
favorite college among colleges that we visited in this trip was High Point University. They have
really cool campus that totally different from other schools. Some people says they are too
creepy but some people like me who like new things are going to love it. They are innovative
and unique. Inside of the buildings are almost like a company office. They are strong for
business and that is one of why | loved them.

After spring break, my softball team had a tournament on Saturday. We headed to the
Sebastpool early in the morning and came back around 9 p.m. | was so tired but had good time.
We usually have games on Tuesdays and Thursdays but I've never had games on weekends and
also more than one games a day. | got tan that was the sad thing on the day.

Around this time, our graduation coming soon, many seniors have their senior parties. Those
parties are held at their houses, restaurants, parks and so on. | went one party until now and |
am going four more senior parties. In Japan, we don’t do such parties for celebrate our
graduation by ourselves so | was little bit surprised. Anyway, | am so excited about going those
parties.

In school, | took national French test, it is called “National French Contest”. It is like a
Sinkenmoshi in Japan for just French. Everyone who is taking French take this test. | have not
gotten the result yet and | am afraid of it. Listening part was so hard that | could not answer
with confidence.

French exchange students and German exchange students came St. Andrew’s. both of them
stayed here just two weeks. | became friends with many German exchange students. One girl,
her name is Laura, she was staying with one of my softball teammate so we could talk after
practice. We talked about our countries and differences from the US. It was really good
experience that meet other exchange students. During French exchange student was staying
here, they came my French class one time and we had conversations in French. It was also great
experience for me. | talked with French in French guys!

Another good experience was that | could know what American people think about atomic
weapons that they dropped in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in WWII. My American history teacher
assigned short essay that its topic was “if you were president Truman, you would make the
decision that he made?” (I will attach my essay on the email with this report). | thought the
answer is totally NO. I’'ve educated about atomic bombs in Japanese schools. | believe all of
Japanese thinks dropping atomic bombs was absolutely wrong and it was inhuman act. |
thought American people think so too. However, seven students answer if they were president



Truman, they would make same decision that dropping atomic bombs against Japan. The
number of students who answered would not make same decision were only three.
Furthermore, that number of three included me. | was too surprise to say anything. | asked my
teacher why other students can say president Truman’s decision was correct even too many
civilians were killed. And He told me Americans’ common ideas about atomic bombs. | can tell
it was a revenge for Pearl Harbor but still hard to understand from one of Japanese’ view.
Overall, I think it was one of the greatest experience because | could know what Americans
actually think and talk with an American history teacher about this big topic between the U.S.
and Japan.

The last thing that | want to write about is prom! Prom is a school dance for seniors. (in
SA, juniors also come) This dance is the last one in high school so it is big deal! | went to my
host sister and some our friends. One of the differences from other dances is girls wear long
dresses. There were dad-and-daughter’s dance and mom-and-son’s dance. My friend’s dad
danced with me instead of my dad in Japan! | had great time with people who | met at SA at
that night.
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Due March 29th

Mr. Maier

Block 5 Hana Ando

Truman Essay

| would not have made the same decision to use atomic weapons against Japan that
President Truman made. There are three reasons. The first, they did not have to be atomic
bombs. Second, it was not necessary that dropping atomic bombs twice. Third, dropping atomic
bomb to places that civilians live is considered to unethical act.

Firstly, atomic weapons have great destructive powers. The power is uncontrollably by
human. Because of the great power, army thinks atomic weapons are perfect for forcing enemy
but on the other hand it can cause so many people’s deaths.

The U.S. started making atomic weapons since they heard Adolf Hitler was interested in
them. The U.S. tried to make them before Nazi will do. However, after they stopped to make
atomic weapons, the U.S. did not stop making them. Scientists, led by Leo Szilard did not allow
its necessity and send president Truman letters that against use atomic weapons. Truman
ignore their opinion regardless of more scientists’ knowledges about atomic weapons than his.

Atomic bombs had dropped only Japan since now. Obviously, it was the most shocking
happening ever that had dropped such strong and terrifying bomb. They have never forgotten
and never will not. Every summer, you can see there are many TV shows and movies about the
war in Japan. All most of all elementary school students visit Hiroshima or Nagasaki for learning
world peace and listen the stories about the day dropped atomic bomb from survivors directly
to not to forget what happened in the past. Atomic bombs brought about the biggest sadness.
It is sure enough that using atomic bombs for human is unacceptable.

Secondly there is a question that why Truman dropped atomic bomb to Japan twice. To
make Japan surrender, it may be enough that just once. The first atomic bomb was dropped in
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945. The bomb is called “Little Boy”. “Little Boy” is uranium-based
bomb. On the other hand, the second one that was dropped in Nagasaki was used plutonium.
The bomb is called “Fat Man”. “Fat Man” was dropped only three days after “Little Boy” was
dropped. The U.S. could wait dropping second bomb if its purpose was making Japan surrender.
Over 140,000 people died, 83,000 people were wounded because of the bomb in Hiroshima.
Nagasaki’s damage was not as big as Hiroshima’s. Still over 70,000 people died and 75,000
people were wounded. It seems that dropping atomic bombs in Japan twice the U.S. just
wanted to do human experimentation by using Japanese civilians. | believe dropping atomic
bomb twice did not follow original reasons that make Japan surrender.

Finally, the biggest mistake that | could not agree with him was that Truman dropped
atomic bombs to the place that civilians live. Hiroshima had 350,000 population and Nagasaki
had 270,000 population. The first bomb was dropped in Hiroshima 8:15 a.m. Monday, August
6th. People in Hiroshima were going to work or eating breakfast. Suddenly, a strong light
shined. It happened in a moment that destroyed whole city of Hiroshima. The bomb burned not
only buildings but also so many civilians. Some people became just their shadows. Some
people’s skin melted. And many children became alone because they lost their family.



Hiroshima was a disaster at the period and Nagasaki so on. After that period, there were so
many people who died because of chemical burn or cancer that caused by atomic bombs’
radiation. Still now, survivors are suffering from aftereffect of the atomic bombs.

Therefore, | would not say that | made same decision that dropping atomic bombs
against Japan if | were president Truman. A great invention was sadly used for killing people by
people’s hand. The power was needless to say. | cannot say it was the best decision for protect
U.S. soldiers and finish the war by using this horrible weapon. That was a human act that never
allowed to do again.

EP E¥L#— 2@ (58)
LHRACE?

This is going to be my last EP report from Mississippi. This year was long but short. I've
been feel so long these three weeks. To be honest, I've been homesick that | thought | would
never be. | miss all my Japanese friends, my family and Osaka. Past nine months, I've never felt
that way. | guess since my leaving for home is coming soon so my memory of life in Japan came
back to my mind. Also, | had to make a big decision for my life about two weeks ago.

I've planned to go to college in the U.S. and I've worked for that. | got acceptances from
two colleges which all colleges | applied for. I've been also interested in applying for European
fashion schools. | found one fashion school which in Florence, Italy. The school has a course
that | can learn not only fashion business but also fashion design, photograph, graphic design
and so on. | thought this school would be the best for me so | can try everything that | am
interested in and do not have to limit what | can do in the future right now in fashion industry.

The Italian fashion school became one of my college options. However, there was a
problem. If | apply for the Italian school, | cannot go to American colleges that I've already
gotten acceptances because of the decision date. It was hard to make a decision. | asked many
people that what | should do and they gave me some different advices. It took while to decide
what | am going to do but | wanted to make the best decision what | can make now for my
future. | finally made my mind two days
before the American colleges decision date
which is May 1%. | decided to give up
American colleges and try to apply for Italian
fashion school. | do not know how it is going
and | can get in the school but | chose the
way that harder than other ways.

Other things about last one month
are my softball season was over and there
were some senior parties. The softball
season was so short but | made really good




friends and fun memories. | am really
glad that | could play softball with my
teammates. Our team had from seventh
graders to 12t" graders. However, we
became really good friends no matter
how old we are.

| went to four senior parties. We spend
good time together. Our graduation is
coming soon and | can’t wait!!

My goal for this one year was
that trying many new things. | guess |
achieved this goal. | joined a lot of activities and made connection with many new people.
Almost all things that | experienced here were new to me. | think this goal effect my decision
for college too. | am not afraid of trying new things even it is hard. | might want to choose the
way with higher risk but more exciting.

| am so glad that | could come here and spend one year in the U.S. | experienced a lot of
things | couldn’t do if | was in Japan. | want to say thank you for all people who chose me as this
year’s exchange student and supported me all the time.

After | go back to Japan, | would like to tell my story for not only next exchange students
but also other students in Momoyamagakuin. As much as | can, | am going to support next
exchange students. Probably | am not staying Japan so long but while | am there, | am willing to
do anything for EP students and Momoyamagakuin which | love! | am so excited to seeing my
family, my friends, my teachers and new students in my high school.
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