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Hello! A month has passed since I came to Mississippi.

The first week I had orientation with exchange student from Spain, and the second week I joined
volleyball camp. I take 6 classes during the day, then practice volleyball and do homework after l
school now. I have a volleyball game twice a week. On Fridays we have a football game, I went
many times. On the weekends I go somewhere or relax with my host family.

It’s the school that I feel difference with Japan the most. I’'m often required my opinion and
thought, and I need to read something and write essay more rather than to write notes and sl
memorize it. It’s difficult to keep up with the classes, but there are some events every week and

it’s really exciting.

I sometimes feel frustrating because I can’t tell completely what I want to say and understand
what friends and host family said. But I feel to study English more. And I noticed the importance of language and difficulty
of making friends.

Every day passed too quickly and I was surprised that a month have already passed. This month was full of good incentive,
surrounded by new things and new experiences.

I want to make friends more and acquire many things. Hinata Yokaku
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Hello, everyone! How are you doing? Three months have already passed since I came here.
It’s getting colder here.

The volleyball season is over. We had state championship game on the end of October, and
could go to the semi-final. For the semi-final game, we went to the University of Mississippi
in Oxford. This game was like professional league’s game, because player’s names were
called and sung the national song before the game, and there were official referees. We had
5 sets, and lost finally, but I could make good memory with my teammates. Through the
volleyball, I met many people, and experienced many things. I feels sad that I don’t have

practices and games after school recently.

I had fall break in October, and went to New Orleans
which is the famous port town in  Louisiana with Chinese exchange students. It was a
city for the first time in a while, because I’'m living in a country. [ went to the jazz concert
and did cruising on the Mississippi river. I could learn history and unique culture of New
Orleans. The street was cute because there was the colony of French and Spain. All of
foods were really good.

I had 17 years old birthday in America! My host family and friends celebrated my

| birthday, it is my good memory. I got much cream on my face, that was a experience of

American celebration.

I went to school dressed up on scarecrow, and won first prize of pumpkin painting contest on Halloween. Our locker was
decorated, and parents provided many snacks for us during the break. I had really good day. I went trick or treat after school
and I got a lot of candies. I guess it was my first trick or treat.

I become used to life in the US, but I’'m still finding many new things every day. The students of St. Andrew’s are really
talented in various way, I am influenced by them. I really appreciate that I’'m here now. I enjoy my life in the US with my

ambitiousness.
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Hello, everyone. I cannot believe that one month has passed since I wrote last report. It is getting cold, and everywhere is
decorated. Christmas season is already coming!

Talking about my school life, I get used to taking classes, but it is still difficult to write essay and report. Almost all of English
and history class require the ability to describe my opinion about book or document. I feel the most difference from education
in Japan. I study hard here, because the ability to write essay and report to mention my opinion will be very important ability
in the future. I had banquet, ceremony to give award to the best players in our team, and got Best Defensive Player award. I
went to band concert, choir concert, and play in the school. I was inspired by talented St. Andrew’s students.

I had one week off because of Thanksgiving holiday. I went to Memphis, Tennessee. I ate BBQ, and went to IKEA shop and
Graceland. Graceland is a real house of Elvis Presley, it was very gorgeous. I also could see inside of his airplane. On the
Thanksgiving day, I watched the parade which was held in New York on the TV in the morning, and went to my host mother’s
brother’s house in country to eat lunch. I enjoyed traditional dishes of thanksgiving such as turkey and pumpkin pie. He
has , we went there after lunch. I drove very big tractor, and shot rifle. It was amazing experience. I spent my holiday
relaxed with my host family, doing board game and helping Christmas decoration. I went to Christmas tree farm, and bought
fresh Christmas tree, we like, then put inside of house.

I changed my host family last weekend, and started new life. I’'m really missing my last host family, but also I’'m excited about
new life with new family and different experiences. I'm halfway of my life in America. I strongly feel that I want to absorb
many things, and tell many things as a Japanese exchange student to leave my existence in many people’s memories. I want
to improve my English more too. I make good use of my life in America, and enjoy every single time.

Merry Christmas!!
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Happy New Year!
I could feel American culture through two big events, Christmas and New Year
day, in this month.
Everyone started to decorate their houses about one month before Christmas, and
those were really pretty. The decorations of neighbors’ were very higher quality than I
expected. That was so America, and I loved it. I went to see Christmas tree in Canton, and
decorated Christmas tree with my host family. On the Christmas morning there were so

many presents under the Christmas tree. We handed those presents out one by one, and

shared them with my family. The
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" presents were not only for children

= 'L._TL-E but also for adults. I was surprised that there were some presents for
each person. I thought it is really sweet to think about family members
and prepare the presents each other. I went trip to Biloxi, the town near
to the coast, with my host family from Christmas evening. We drove
near the sea, rode go-kart, and went to see the ice skating show. Biloxi
is known for casinos. I got to see real casino first time in my life. It was

not scary than I thought, and just like a game center.



I spent New Year day with my previous host family. I went
to buy fireworks, and did fireworks at home at night of New Year Eve.
We watched New Year event in New York on TV, and celebrated New
Year twice for both of New York and Mississippi with party pop. We &
ate Hoppin’Johns, cabbage and corn bread, which are American
tradition on New Year day. Those dished were less salty and mild
taste. I thought it is same thing that people eat such kind of food like
zouni in America on New Year day, too.

Winter break had finished, and new semester started. My life

in America is already half way. I need to work hard to experience
more things, which I only can do here, and to mature. I need to spend time worthily, and do what I need to do. I can feel that

my life is supported by many people every day. I thank for my stay here.

Hinata Yokaku
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Hello, everyone. January passed really fast. In this one month, I could
spend quality time, because I started softball practice, went to
Snowcoming dance at the school, hanged out with my friends. Talking
about school life, | was bad at writing essay, but recently my writing is
getting better, even though there are some grammar and vocabulary
mistakes.

In this report, I'm going to write about my life with my host

family. 1 did many experiences here, but it is the most invaluable

experience for me to live with my host family. My current host family has
a son who is disabled because of the car accident happened when he was same age as me. I was at loss how to be in contact
with him right after I moved to this family, but I realized that he is not a disabled person but is just one son or brother for this
family, and I deal with him normally, as I spend time with them, and witness how things are going on in this house. The other
day, my host father told me about his son when we went shopping. He was playing soccer and cross country, was popular,
and had dream to be a doctor, but the car accident changed his life at all. Also, he told me that every day is not like a carnival,
but we got to enjoy our lives as we do not know what will happen on our lives. These words sound like familiar, but it had
heavy meaning to me when I heard this words from my host father. I thought it is hard to live with disabled person before I
live with this family, but now through this experience, I can tell that it is more important that he is living and able to watch
TV in the living room with him, and it is the happiness of this family. I think I become to have different point of view and
idea from myself until now by witnessing the life of them, listening their stories, and being a member of this family. This
experience has big meaning for me, since I have a dream to be a doctor in the future. The experience, living with two families
which have very different life style and family composition, gave me a good opportunity to broaden my horizon. I realized
how important existence of family, that loves and trust each other with no reason.

I got to meet Japanese people in Mississippi. | visited a Japanese
house, who went to Texas as a EP student twenty years ago and lives in Jackson,
and he told me about his experience of EP and his jobs. I thought it is really
amazing thing that I could meet a person who is from same school and
experienced same exchange program, meanwhile I thought world is big but
small. He introduced Japanese doctor’s family to me. The other day, I visited
their house and ate dinner together. They welcomed me and told me about their
experiences even though we haven’t met before. I realized that the connection
with people and being a person trusted by people are really important things.

I found that it helps me to expand my chance to tell many people what
I want to do or what I’m thinking instead keeping in my mind those things,
because someone will help me or really do that with me. I will think what I
want to do and what I need to do while I'm here again to enjoy maximum
remaining time in Mississippi. And do these things while being supported by

many people. I appreciate this opportunity to do valuable experience and people

who support me. -
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Hello, everyone. How are y’all doing?

I just finished third quarter of school yesterday and will have spring
break from today. It has been more than seven months since I left Japan. Time
goes by quickly. Of course, I get used to my life in Mississippi, but still find and
experience new things. I’'m spending the most quality and fresh time in my life.

My high light of this month is that softball season have started. We
already had three games last week. This is my first time to play sport other than

volleyball. Softball team has very different atmosphere and style from volleyball

team. Of course, I cannot play well, but it is really fun to be a part of this team
and learn things I’ve never done. At that moment, I realized that sport is an easy way to involve people and make friends.
Talking about sport, our boys basketball team had semi-final champion ship game last Wednesday. We had half day off to go
to the basketball game at twelve, and support them, which never happen in Japan. Not only for basketball team but also other
sports team, there is always student section and many people to come support sports team in game at St. Andrews. My favorite
part of St. Andrews is everyone love this school, has pride, and support people in this community because I think this is really
wonderful thing.

My favorite thing I found here is that everyone uses the word “I love you”
a lot to their family or friends. This is really weird if we translate into Japanese.
They use this word when they end the phone call and when they say bye. I think

I hear this word, “I love you, bye”, every single day. I was surprised when my

¥
S

ik i friend said “Love you” to me first time, because it never happened in Japan and I
Tl \ 1 4 (> 0 1

al [T 76
e fﬂ J Jé’i Y. & . ‘% @ translated into Japanese. However, I’'m a one of the users of “Love you” now. I
¢ ' started using this word, because this is really sweat part of English and it is the
most important thing to put into words in America.

I only have less than three month I can stay here and learn more things. I




really appreciate this wonderful opportunity to challenge new things, wonderful school, and wonderful support of many people.
I will enjoy my rest of life in Mississippi not to regret after I go back to Japan.
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