8 BRE

Hello everybody, how are you doing? I heard about typhoon from my friend. I am doing well. About a month have
passed since I had left Japan. Everything around me has changed and it took me a little time to be used. Sometimes
I felt not good, but I am so good.

I have had good time since I had come here, but I have a problem about English. When I talk to many people, 1
was not able to understand what they said or join in conversation. I want to understand them earlier, but my English
ability do not improve yet. I often feel impatient with myself. My advisor told me “you need patient” and it takes me
three months at least to improve English. It is so long for me to take three months. So I think the best way to
improve it earlier. Also, I will do many things which I never meet to become better.

I have some surprising things. First, everything is big for example food and
commodity. I had knew this fact before I came here. Second there are a lot of
clubs in my school and I can join whatever I want to. I joined FACES, Model UN
and Water polo. I don’t know about them well, because the meeting was be held
just once. Third, the amount of food which we don’t eat is large. Dinning hall in

St Stephen's is like a buffet. So I think everybody takes food which they can eat,

but it’s wrong. It is good for me to know the difference. I want to know more
like this.
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Almost three months have passed since I came here. I'm always surprised as time

has passed so fast. I'm gradually getting used to listening to English and it is getting

easier to talk with friends. Also thanks to my friend and host family, I had a fun

time. I appreciate them. At the same time, I realized that I had been supported by

many people in Japan. I am working to improve my English, communicate with
many people, and realize a lot of things.

I'm going to talk about my experiences in September and October. I had free ! “_-

days for three days, and my host family took me to their ranch. In there, my host
father taught me how to use gun. I was surprised at it because it was the same that I often watch in the movies. At
first I was scared, but I gradually had fun. Also it was good experience for me because I've never used it. I spent two
days in there. I also went to music festival which was held in Austin(ACL). There were a lot of my favorite musicians
there. I had great time.

I went to San Antonio with my host father to visit “the Alamo” that is historical place. In fact, in 1830s, Texas was
conquered by Mexico, and the war for Texas to get its independence from Mexico happened there. He also took me
to the Mexican store. I saw many skeletons there. If you gays watched the “COCQO” or are interested in history,
you know what they are. In Mexico, people put these skeletons as ancestor on “Day of the Death”. These represent
death and regeneration. I'm glad to know this fact. Also they took me to Florida during the long holiday. A lot of
things happened in October. Then I started soccer. I made many friends thorough playing soccer. I realized that

sports are amazing and they are an important way to communicate with people.
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Now I am so sad because I wrote a report, but it was gone for some reason. So this report is
version 2.

I’'m going to talk about Thanksgiving break and sports. I had a great time because I went to
Peru to hike with my host family during the thanksgiving break. I had break for 8 days and
spent whole time with them. It was a little bit tough, but it was so fun. [ went there for 6 days.
It took 6 hours from Austin to Mari, and I arrived at Cusco. The first day, I visit a lot of

historical places: small ruins, market, and a chapel. These were nice. The second day was so

tough because I hiked for 12 hours, and also it was high altitude. So I had problems for
my health. It was the first time for me to hike. The third and fourth day were so good. I
visited the ruins which was used for “Indiana Jones” and natural salt place. I learned
about how people lived there, historical things, and I was surprised that they had great
technologies to lift a lot of big rocks. We had a guide who is from Peru. His story about
“Indiana Jones” was also interesting. If you want to know, I tell you when I meet you. |
think the fifth and sixth day were the most interesting and
awesome days for me because I visited “the Machu

Picchu”. Before I reached to it, I had walked for 6 hours.

It was ok, and “Machu Picchu” was so amazing. It was the

same which I often see on TV. Before [ went there, | had a question: “what is Machu

Picchu”. Then I learned. It was a place for men to learn about a lot of things:
mathematical, politics, farming, and cooking. While there, [ was surprised by a story that [ heard. They never used
weapons like guns, and swords. This means they lived in peace. Throughout this trip, I was able to learn a lot of
historical things which I would not have learned in my history class. I often heard many words which I had learned
in history class. I was so happy to go there. I definitely appreciate my host family!!!

Now I am going to talk about sports. Before I told you that I had started to play soccer,
right? Then not so long ago, I had a game, and I scored!!!(good job!!!), but it was just
lucky because when I got the ball, I was confused, and I often make mistakes, but
teammates never get angry and give me advice kindly. I was always supported by them.
They play soccer not just for fun. I need to catch up with them or get better. So every
day, after practice, I do extra practice. I don’t know why, but I like this time. Maybe no

one practices. Anyway I will be better!!! This November was so good for me. I have




learned a lot of things. What I think the most important thing is “meeting people”. During my trip and in sports, 1
have met a lot of people, and they have different backgrounds and ways of thinking. I can learn a lot from each
person. Each time I can feel that I am growing. [ cherish meeting people. Thank you for giving me such a great

chance to learn.
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Hi! Everyone! Happy New Year!! Everything around me changed in
2018, and also I learned a lot of things that I couldn’t learn in Japan. So
this experience will definitely be a treasure for the rest of my life. I also
will do my best in 2019!

So I'm going to talk about “winter break” and what I learned during

the whole term. I had break for two weeks, and I also spent the whole

time with my host family. The first week, I celebrated Christmas Day. In
the U.S., people usually do not eat chicken on this day. Compared to
Japan, people often eat KFC on this day. The next day, I got a Christmas present from my host family. I got a cap,
and a T-shirt both from “Lake Tahoe”. I'm going to talk about Lake Tahoe later. Anyway I was so happy to get the
Christmas present because I haven’t gotten presents for five or more years. I appreciate them. I was also happy
because I explored Austin by myself. At first, | was worried about getting lost, but I didn’t. Also I had an exciting

ﬁ-—q time. That is what I did for the first week. The second week, I went

to Lake Tahoe which is located in between Nevada and California.

I relaxed and did snowboarding there. It was very fun for me because
I like to do snowboarding when I am in Japan. I hope I got better.
By the way, I want to talk about not only “break” but things that I
learned from talking with my host father. The day before I went
back to Austin, my host father asked me “Kota, what’s surprised you
in the U.S.?” Some people asked me the same question before. 1
just told them a stupid thing every time, but now I know what
surprised me. It’s about racism. Once I took a lot of tests to be
chosen as an exchange student. I think, in the final test, the interviewer asked me “what is a global person for you?”
Then I answered “I think it’s a person who can speak English and studied abroad before or something”. Maybe the
person who interviewed me remembers. I think I was right, but I got another answer through talking with him. Once
I heard from someone “Texas is known as a historical place, so there is still racism before”, but it was considered
wrong in Austin. There might be racism in other places. In the U.S., no one stares at me whether I am white, or
black because there are a lot of people who have different backgrounds in the U.S., but in Japan, most people stare
at foreigners. I think they respect each other in the U.S.. There are a lot of people who are from different countries
in this school. For example, American, Mexican, Chinese, .
Korean, Saudis, Indian, and Japanese, etc. People come to
this school from all over the world. Their looks are
completely different, but there is no racism in this school. I
think they support each other. To be honest, I didn’t have a
good image of Chinese people when I was in Japan because
they were so loud and don’t follow the rules, but now I don’t
think like this. After I came here, I met a lot of Chinese
people. I noticed they are not bad people, they are so nice

and good. If I didn’t come here, I would never have gotten




the chance to talk with them, and also I would still have a bad image of them. When they talk to each other in
Chinese, they are a little bit loud haha. In Japan, some people still have a bad image of Korean people. I don’t have
a bad image of them because I also noticed that they are nice people through talking. I have two things that I want
to tell you. One is what a global person is. Another opinion of mine is that a global person is a person who can judge
a lot of things with fair eyes regardless of races and support each other, and respect each culture. The other is the
importance of talking, communication. Before I was prejudiced against Chinese because I didn’t know about them at
all, and I didn’t talk to them. I think I should have abandoned my prejudice. So now I have learned the importance
of talking. I want to tell you “If you have ideas like mine, please abandon those ideas”. I know it’s very hard, but if

you can do this, I think it makes you a more global person.
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Hey all! I am working on the English paper now. This paper is really hard for
everybody. Also I had flu and got injured this month. Because of flu I am already
behind the classes. So this month is tough for me to catch up with them, but I
will do my best.

Well I want to talk to you about what happened on January, and I think main
| theme is about soccer. At first, I want to tell you about that my soccer season is
over, and we could not go to SPC, which is like tournament for winner. We had

a game to go to SPC last week, but it was tied against St. Andrew’s. Thanks to

teammates I had a lot of fun. Also they made me brighter person. So, I appreciate
them and the coach who let me play on the field. I will never forget the really good times I spent with my friends.
Once I even got the chance to spend two days with them in Houston. At night, we stayed up very late without the
coach noticing. It was really fun and risky. I chatted with them about a lot of things. Also I had a lot of soccer games
during season, but I did not play well, but I never regret because I had great time with them. They taught me the
importance of becoming an easy-going person and making friends. I really love them. By the way, me and my friends
made movie about my dorm to make people laugh and introduce ourselves. Of course I am in that movie. Last week
the first episode was uploaded then next day a lot of people told me “it was very funny and good. you were very good
at it”. After I heard this, I thought it was very good experience for me because I've never done this in Japan also
made a lot of people laugh. We will work on that movie for the rest of the day. I also want to do my best about it.
My life in the U.S. is really fulfilling thanks to people around me. I try to do new thing which I've never met before.

These experiences make me change about physically and mentally.
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Hello everybody! How’s going? I'm very good and feel so happy because all of my friends graduated from my
school without having trouble. To be honest, I wanted to graduate from my school with them, but now I experienced
a lot of things which will be my treasure in my whole life. I got a bunch of pictures from them. They looked so happy
and [ want to say them “Congratulation”. Now I come to think of my “seisyun”, it was so fast, and I met a lot of
good friends who made me grow. Three years ago, I did not pass the exam to go to the public high school. At first,
I did not go to the “St. Andrew’s” because I wanted to go another one, which I didn’t pass. Also I was so scared
about my new life, but after starting high school, I met a lot of friends through playing baseball. They are very
different from friends who were the same junior high school. Also if I passed, I did not take this E.P. exam and I did
not come to the U.S.. So I think it was good for me to fail the test. | want to say
them again “congtats!”

I want to talk about Mr. St. Stephen’s. I know you thought “what is it?”. Don’t
worry about it. 'm going to explain for you. This is a kind of competition to decide
. who is the best person for Mr. St. Stephen’s. To be honest, I did not try to join
it, but my friend told me “I should join this. it is going to be fun for me and

audience”. At first, I did not want to join it because I was so nervous, but I thought




I wanted to leave something here. Then I decided to join it. In this show,
participants became stupid as much as they can to make people laugh, of
course | did. Then surprisingly, I was chosen as a Mr. St. Stephen’s. At
first I could not believe it. Everybody told me “congrats Kota! It was very
funny”. I was so happy to set a new record and make people laugh. I
think this experience will be great for me because through this show, I

changed myself. I felt that to be stupid makes me more bright and friendly

person. I also needed courage to be. I learned the importance to be stupid,
but I need to think about when I become stupid. If I make mistake about it, it will not even funny. Almost just three

months left, so I am going to think what makes me grow up. If I have new things which I can try, I will do.
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