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Finally, the Exchange Program that | had waited for a long time started.
Mr.Smith and | took a trip for about 1 day,and reached Austin. The Ball
family,my host family, welcomed me at the airport. | could find many US
flags on the way to their house and realized that “I am in America now!”
Until I move to the school dorm,| did a homestay. | went sightseeing in
Austin and had a party. | had fun.

I moved to the school dorm. The school was so big that | might lose my
way and there are many buildings. They made me very excited. | had an
orientation for new international students during the first few days. | did
many things and made friends. | had a very good time.

From 27th,our classes started. The classes | am taking are
math,physics,English,theology,art and PE. Math and physics are easy to
improve my English skills. I am learning progression in math class and unit
in physics class.In my English class, | am studying about how to
understand the English poetry. People in theology class discussed
Siddhartha,but | could not understand at all. | wrote a self-introduction card
in visual study class. After school, we can use sports grounds and a weight
room freely, so | go there with my friends everyday not to get fat.

There are many international students in this school. Probably,my
English skill is the worst of all. | often can’t understand what my friends say
and make myself understood everyday. Of course, because of it, | become
anxious. And it is very difficult to make friends laugh here, so | feel
flastrating. To reduce this anxiety, | am going to talk to people positively
and improve my English.
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Three months have passed since | came here. | have come to be used to this
school and America. These days, | found that my listening skill is being improved. When
| met my host family for the first time, | couldn’t understand most of what my host family
say; however, when | stay in a host family’s house in October break, the holidays for 4
days, | could understand most of what they said. | was very happy to realize this. | am
going to study without forgetting to have ambitions.



By the way, | was allowed to join the practice of tennis academy on Thursday
and Friday by the coach! There are many tennis players who are very good at tennis.
What | do there is playing a game. | have never lost the singles game so far!. | am
enjoying it very much!

Moreover, | joined the soccer club.There are two teams in the soccer club. The
one is varsity, and the other is the junior varsity. | am practicing in junior varsity. | often
play the game as striker. Thanks to my teammates, | can score goals many times. | feel
great through cooperating with my friends and scoring goals. | can make many friends
in the soccer club, and my life in America become greater.

| will talk about October break. It is the break that is starts from 10/26 and end
10/29. My host family took me to many places. For example, the street that there are
many shops in, a zoo and a university. There were many animals in the zoo and | was
glad to see prairie dogs in the place they really live. Host family, the other international
student and | went to the university. The name of the university we went is University of
Texas. | heard it is very famous. It was very big and looks like a city. But when we saw
its dorm, it was so small that we were confused. The room for 2 students is as small as
my single room. There are many things there. For example, a super computer. | was
surprised to hear that. | could enjoy these four days. My host family is very kind and
think about me.During this break, they tried to make me enjoy. | realized how they are
important for me. So | will continue to say “Thank you” to them.

Lastly, I will write about Halloween. There are many teaches’ houses in this
school, so | visited the houses with my friends. Some people wore costumes. We said
“Trick or treat.” It was very cold, but | visited most of the houses. | have wanted to
experience American Halloween and it was very exciting. Now, | am appreciating the
chance to experience the things that | can’t do in Japan. | got the chance of Exchange
Program, so | am going to keep trying new things positively with curiosity.
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| feel winter comes these days. The weather in Austin is strange. It
repeats being very cold and warm. The temperature has been below 0
degrees, so | will take care of myself.

The biggest event in America in November is Thanksgiving. | went to
California with my host family. First, we went to Northern California, and we
observed universities and watched football games. We visited Stanford
University and University of California,Berkeley. Before Stanford University
was built, the land was farm, so it was vast. There are many buildings for
undergraduates. | understood why Stanford University is the second best
university in the world. | watched two football games. | realized how
exciting watching football games is when | watched the match between San
Francisco 49ers and Green Bay Packers. The stadium was almost full.
Many people cheered their teams crazily. | found out that football is very
big in America. In the latter half of Thanksgiving break, we went to



Southern California. We visited universities and chilled in the house near
the beach. We observed Pomona University, University of Southern
California, University of California,Los Angeles and so on. Each university
has each characteristic. Visiting American universities is very good
experience for me. At the house near the beach, | ate Thanksgiving dinner
for the first time in my life. | ate turkey, pumpkin pie and so on. | was glad to
eat traditional food.

| did many other things in November. | went to a concert and played soccer
match. The performers of the concert are Gregory Alan Isakov and his
companions. They used the violin and cello. It was a very interesting
concert. In the soccer match, we lost sadly, but | learned a lot of things and
| realize that | have to practice harder, so it was exciting.

Looking back, | feel like November was long. It is probably because | did
many things. | found many things through them. What | often feel these
days is that people who are from different cultures or have different
thinkings are also the same as me. To be honest, | had felt distance
between people who have different thinking from me and me. However, |
realized that the people felt excited, sad and so on like me. We have the
same things more than different. Thanks to realizing that, | have come to
be able to talk with my friends just the way | am.
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Happy new year! Eventually, 2020 started. 2019 was a very good year for me. In
this year, | want to keep improving without regretting.

| had a winter break from 12/19 to 1/6. The biggest event in this break is
Christmas. | was in my host family’s house then. My host family gave me Christmas
presents, and | was happy. | got so much that | can’t count. The most favorite one of all
is the book which is written about many American wild animals. | was glad to know that
my host family knows what | like. My family and | traveled around the U.S. from 12/27.
First of all, we went to Arizona and visited Grand Canyon, Monument Valley and so on.
When | saw the view of Grand Canyon, | couldn’t believe its beauty for a while. The
view that has been made for a very long time touched me. After that, we went to Texas,
where | live now. We sightsaw Austin and ate dinner with my host family in their house. |
enjoyed taking my family to where | am living now. Then, we went to Mississippi. My
father was an exchange student about 35 years ago in Mississippi, so we met his host
family. His host family seemed to be very happy to see my father. My father and his
host family look like a real family. It makes my heart warm. At the end of this trip, we
went to Luisiana. We listened to jazz there. We took the shower of jazz. | was glad to
meet my family after a long time.

By the way, do you guys know that there are a lot of pollen in Texas? | had a
severe hay fever in Japan, so | have terrible hay fever now. | often woke up at the
middle of the night. But | went to the health center and got a nose washer and
medicine, and | feel like the allergy reaction become smaller. | am stressed by hay
fever, but | am going to live without being depressed by it.
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Hello. It was warm in Texas even in January. | am sure that Texas has a
very good climate if | didn’t have pollen allergy.

| feel like | can talk in English easily these days. Of course, it's because of
improving my English, but | think it is also because | have learned how to
talk and got the topics | can share with my friends. Thanks to that, my life
has become more fun.

| did many things in January. The thing that makes me happy especially is
that | scored a last goal in the last soccer game. The boal came to right
where | ran from my friend, and | could shoot without difficulty. My friends
said to me “Good job!”, “You did it!” and so on. This moment must be one
of the best memories in my American life. | am a little sad that the soccer
season is over. | really think that joining the soccer club was a very good
choice because | could play soccer everyday and make many new friends.
Without using language, | could communicate and make my friends laugh. |
felt how sports is great and how making people laugh is fun again. Looking
back, the soccer season that started about 3 months ago seems like only 1
month. | realized that time goes fast. Next season is tennis, which | love, so
| want to defeat many people.

Also, there is a thing that | enjoyed very much. It's a dance party called
Winter Formal. It was held out of the school. It is not as hard as
Homecoming. | danced with my friend, and | sweat very much in nice
clothes. Finally, | have only one dance party which is called Prom, so | am
going to work hard to go to the party.
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Hello. How was your February? | heard that school is closed because
of coronavirus. Take care, and let’s beat it! By the way, what | enjoyed this
month were the international festival and school tennis.

We had the international festival in the school. Many students in this
school come from various countries. Each country has a booth, so | worked
for Japanese booth. In Japanese booth, we served sushi, Japanese snacks
and okonomiyaki. To be honest, sushi is not what it is in Japan, but many
people enjoyed it. | also go to other countries’ boothes. In my opinion,
Viethamese one is the best. There was a dish that was like kakuni. It was
so good that | ate it twice. | learned many things, especially food in other
countries, so | had a good time.

School tennis started this month. | used to play tennis in the tennis
academy, but school tennis started, so | am playing in it now. | am very
happy now because | am in the varsity. We had matches on February 28th
and 29th. We went to Houston to play tennis. It was a long way. It takes
about 2 and half hours to get there. As soon as we arrived at the tennis
courts, we played tennis. | played doubles. It was a very nice game,
although we lost. | learned many things from the game. So now | am



practicing very hard. Teammates are very kind and good at tennis, so | am
really enjoying tennis now!
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