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Hel lo, everyone! Did the new semester get started just now in Momoyama? 1 spend busy
ife as always. In March, I had spring break for a week and a band contest so it was
the busiest month ever! I joined the college tour with juniors during spring break
We visited by bus and saw fourteen colleges in total for a whole week. At this time,
we visited colleges in Tennessee, South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia. From
Mississippi to Tennessee on the first day, and from South Carolina to Mississippi
on the way home, those made me so tired because both ways took about six to seven
hours. Even the campuses that were introduced as relatively small campuses, those
were far bigger than ones in Japan and spacious for me. I was surprised to see the
good sports facilities like a gym and a pool in almost all colleges. [ had a lunch
at a few col leges. And they had really good food and the buffet style which was easy
to adjust the amount of food. It tasted really good!
Many col leges have a good study abroad programs but only a few col leges have Japan
for their destinations. When we talk about big colleges in cities, it might change.
Not everyone can experience this opportunity so I was glad to join that.

I had an exciting day called senior skip day the other day. That is the day that
only seniors can skip school. The president of my grades decides the date and tell
school, and then only seniors can skip school officially! On that day, we had potluck
which is that people bring something to eat and hang out together. We shared food
or sweets that someone in my grade cooked. It had been busy days so it was good break.

And, I finally had prom on April eighth! It’ s big event before graduation. I was
stressed out a little bit to choose a dress and shoes but it was fun at the same time
It is my valuable experience for sure. We gathered at the place around seven thirty
p.m. and we had dance, dinner, then after party after prom. [ got home around one
a.m. after all. That’ s why I was exhausted when I finally got home. It was the only
one chance to go to prom in my life so I was glad so much to be there

There is less than two months left to back home. Now I’ m often asked about my plan
after returning home and my feeling by my friends. Of course, my English has improved
compared to the very first time I came here. However, it’ s still not easy. Depending
on person, I can catch almost all they say but I can hardly understand what they say.
I still can’ t say my opinion quickly when it comes to difficult issues nor tell what

I want to correctly because of my incorrect pronunciation. But I’ ve got stronger



a little by getting through these situations! I’ || continue to work hard for the
rest of two months to back to Japan having grown more

Asuka Fujiwara



EABFRE 2017F2H10H

HIEEh, CAITBIFTE528EEVSCEMELONFERA ! BEMNEDDAR
HIZRWTT, TVUVEDREEEEL v\, EAABHOZRATESDTT A,
FIITZTDEY T, KEAFELIOS K ARAEENRIOEFEA,

£BH., PHAYAERICERLTLERNERTSH. HILLWT A Y AXRFEEOHERLH
YELEZR! BATE 12— APFHELBLETRKERMY LIF oz EERBVET, #iE
XEH, FRTEEELH Tz TIVTICRY Y —UhBRESIN, REXOFHRBRELZRD
CENTEFEL . KABEIEAALGRY ) —DIZETF T T, RBITKEETLR, &
AL TLBUEDEREZ I LTVWEY, HRAZESITEHLRKEOHLOLKKEN I END L
WO BEHRHAGEICBEICKROATEN > ZERVET,

A 1A28RHICTE LUy E—BRGRI EVLSHENEED., HERERITSM
LTEFEL, St. Andrew’ s HSIEFAEEH 8 AFENHFELEL -, FEEMILIZKIRE
ZITETWz Kally 4 —#TLz, HEBEFIBAROBEALLL. BELZEBREZI LN
HXFELR, SEFBATEEAZBIELAN>ZOT, DLELM>-TT, TOYOTA,
Nissan EWVWVS>-BERERERTIREELIDL. RROALPHEDANEESATVT, &
NTECIKSADBRAZBDOEYIZLIZRAIL, ETEEO LB LEHERL
Flf. REBELZFESTEETILEDHLIZERICTHM -4, DETLYVLES L o1
FROEFEBZINEBTEET, BATEHCARAN, BROZ LZBIN T SAR
ZATWAESI, BAERNTY, HIZIE20 20 ERMEDERA VEVY IR EDHKESE
AVFALT, SFANBEANICEBALBERZEAONS L IICERFTIAINETLERANE
L=,

FEEXARNGELDF—LIZBEMLTVET, b2, B8R, LEFHEIZEA-TL
Bh21-DT., BETEHY FEADPBALEIPOTVET, BED—X VL4 AEE
T ZEI%GDT, mITTHEEAI EBRNET !

BREFFLOIBRYSTAZZE>TUVET, I TADANITKZA N TI ZETRERD
TINnFELE, RYDBREEFTILRVIDIZHES LS. ML bAGYIZEATITES
El BR HIh
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Hello, everyone! I cannot believe it is already February! Time flies really fast.
Everyone says that the weather in Mississippi is crazy, and it is so true. We cannot
predict the weather easily so that we have to manage our physical condition

The other day, the inauguration of the new United States president that attracted



not only Japanese people but people all over the world was seen! It was a big news
and it was taken up by the newspapers or the television news in Japan. On the very
day of the inauguration, we could see the |ive video on the screen that was set in
the library and cafeteria in school. All students and teachers were stuck on that
and they were screaming to the screen during break. Among students, they often discuss
the politics.

[ am glad that I am here in the historical year when the new United States president
that means the leader of the world was born

On January 28th, 1 attended the Japanese new year celebration party that was held
by Japan—-America Society in Mississippi. There were eight people including me from
St. Andrew’ s school. Kally who is the exchange student to Momoyama last year was
present too. Those present could have Osechi |ike new year in Japan. | was glad to
have that because I could not spend the new year in Japan this year. The representatives
of the Japanese big corporations such as TOYOTA and Nissan were there and 1 was so
proud of them and felt respect for them when I actual |y saw many Japanese people working
abroad. I can understand the hardship and greatness of those now more than before
by learning a difficulty of the life by using English. As Japanese people who are
working abroad tel | people about what Japan is |ike, we should be ready to do so inside
the country for foreign people coming to Japan, for example, when the Tokyo Olympics
in 2020.

[ am in the track team since the end of the last month! I did not join any sports
team when [ was in the middle school and upper school so it is obviously not easy
to me but I am just trying to do my best. The season will last until April and I will
keep on going!

There is no more than about five months left in Mississippi. I have done my best
so far thanks to a lot of supports. I will keep work hard to make the rest of my |ife
here good.

Asuka Fujiwara
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1/8/17
Happy New Year! The new semester has finally started. The other day, it snowed
in Mississippi which is rare and the whole school got really excited. It’ s much colder

than I expected.



In this report, I’ m going to write about how I spent Christmas and New Year. In
the morning of Christmas day, host family and their family gathered together and we
got a lot of presents which were under the Christmas tree. I’ ve got so many presents.
Then on another day, I stayed at my friend’ s house for a few days. The girl is from
Iran and she came here three years ago. She talked to me about her hard days when
she had come the United States for the first time and it cheered me a little. We went
to watch a movie which is named “SING” and it was good because there was the scene
that characters spoke Japanese! We went to Canton taking about two hours and a half
in one way to celebrate the birthday of my host mother’ s mother. I ate Shrimp & Grits
for lunch that is known as popular food especially Southern in the United States
I had never tasted a food like that before, so it was new for me. I think it was tasty!
At the night of the same day, we played with sparklers. Some neighbors set off fireworks.
We were watching Times Square New Year’ s Eve LIVE together, but we quit watching
halfway through and went to bed already before New Year’ s Day without staying up
late. New Year is not a big deal compared to Christmas in the United States, I told
my host family it’ s so big of a deal in Japan and they were surprised. I think people
in Japan are busy at the end and the beginning of the year because we have so many
things to do. At the end of the year, we clean the whole house, write New Year s
cards. At the beginning of the year, we have special dishes like Osechi and Zoni,
also visit a temple. I realized again that we have many things we do only in the New
Year’ s holidays. I think a position of Christmas in the United States and the New
Year’ s holidays in Japan are at opposite sides. Both first Christmas and first New
Year in the United States has become very good memories of me.

It’ s already January and also the date of departure has been determined already.
I can’ t help being rushed to be honest. I will spend the days thinking of what I
can do only here. And I sincerely hope that the entrance exam for all of my friends
who are struggling now will be alright! I’ 11 try as hard as they do!

Asuka Fujiwara
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12/9/16

Hel lo! The winter has come in Mississippi and it is getting very colder. How about
Japan? It has already passed about four months since my life in Mississippi started.
This is the last time I write the report in 2016. The other day, I went through the
host family change for the first time. My first host family took care of me so well
that I missed them a little bit when I said good-bye, but [ want to spend a great
time with new host family.

I’ mgoing to take a semester exam next week and then it’ s over, Christmas break
will be started. At this time my listening skill is getting better than ever, but
I” mstill struggling to speak. I don’” t have enough time so that I’ m flustered but
[ will try to work hard

One of my friends |ikes Sailormoon and we watched it together at her house. 0f course
Sailormoon is the Japanese animation and we watched it with Japanese audio and Engl ish
subtitles. Suddenly I was at a loss for words because a friend asked me about the
words on the screen. On the screen there was the title of a story which was attached
each story. The title includes Kanji, Hiragana, and Katakana. She said “(Pointing
Furigana above Kanji) What is that?” . I found some explanations later but I couldn’ t
find English words quickly at that time. I have never paid attention to Furigana,
but it is natural for English speaker that find it peculiar.

Also, | talked with a girl again which I wrote about in the last report! We talked
about the different between Japanese and English, and the culture. We happened to
| ike the same Japanese group so we had a |ively conversation! [ found that we have
things in common a lot. I’ m glad to see her. I’ m not a native speaker of English
Therefore, I’ m frustrated that [ can’ t use English easily. At the same time, I’ m
happy [ am Japanese though. That’ s because I could tell interesting parts of Japanese
topeople like her if I could master English. Like this, it’ sexciting and interesting
to find various aspects of languages or to share cultures each other. I would |ike
to know about more

I will keep spending the time without forgetting my feeling of appreciation

Have a great year! Asuka Fujiwara
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EXRBE|E 2016/11/8

Hello. Is the weather in Japan cold |ike winter? It’ s cool in here since November.
Time flies so fast, it has already passed about three months since I began to |ive
in the U.S. On October thirty-first, I experienced Halloween which is one of the
biggest event in the U.S. On the day, only seniors could dress up for Hal loween, so
everyone enjoyed dressing up respectively. In the night, I did treating with my
neighbors. I was told by host father “You don’ t look a senior! You can join!” and
I joined but I was truly embarrassed! But it was so fun!

By the way, the other day, I talked to a girl who is tenth grade and studies Korean
and Japanese. She is going to apply for the program which people can learn Korean
in Korea next summer and she asked me the reason [ came here. We can go to each country
to learn not only Korean but also French, Chinese, and many other foreign languages
unfortunately Japanese is excluded. We often hear “global” or “international” |,
but Japan or Japanese are not usually included |ike this program. Few people are
interested in Japan and don’ t want to study Japanese I think, I feel very disappointed
about that for a long time. It is fact that Japanese is language used in only Japan
Even so, I think Japanese is worth studying because it is very interesting language
is completely different from other languages. Japanese culture is also full of
pecul iar and unique parts in only Japan because Japan is an island country. I have
thought so since before, but I feel that I want lots of people to know about my home
country more by experiencing such a situation actually. At the same time, [ think
we should learn English or other foreign languages to communicate with foreign
countries

Some people sometimes are interested in Japan. A teacher who supports exchange
students is from Poland and surprisingly he can speak five languages! He said he wants
to study Japanese someday. He can speak English well now, but it was hard for him
to master English at first. When I talked with him, I think the important thing is
an attitude for someone that I want tell something rather than 1 can speak English
well. He speaks to me not just “speak” but “tell” because he knows I’ m learning
English. Thus I try tounderstand him. I really respect him. I’ mgoing to learn English
like him. I know all my friends study for an entrance exam so hard that [ can keep
going on. I still have a lot of difficulty, but I will strive in my own way with

gratitude to all my supporters



Asuka Fujiwara
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Hello. About three weeks have passed since | came to America. Hot days are still
continuing. Only three weeks have passed, but | feel as if life in Japan is a long time ago.
For three weeks, | found the importance that | can tell others what | think. For the first
time in my life, | realized that just to communicate with languages is very precious. | think
| would never find this if | remained in Japan.

In Momoyama Gakuin, a class begins on 8:40 a.m. but in St.Andrew’s School, a class
begins 7:55 a.m. | have got used to this system but at first | was surprised. And, | am not
used to going to school by car because | went to school by bicycle in Japan. | plan to
adjust myself to commuting by car gradually.

The other day, | had an event that is called Senior Birthday Lunch. People who were born
in the summer and friends gather in lunch time and have a lunch together. | was born in

the summer, so | joined and ate sandwiches and cake. | have never heard this event, so



it is new for me.

All classes are performed in English, so | mostly cannot understand contents of classes
and | have to do my homework in English. So | had difficulty of doing everything now.
But, when | get trouble, some students and teachers help me. Some people greet me
when they see me. And above all, my family, friends, teachers and many other people
support me from Japan. It was not until | came to America that | found that | am supported
by someone. | have more things that I' m not able to than be able to, and | have hard
things more than enjoyable things now. But, | want to go forward step by step with the

presence of those. Asuka Fujiwara
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